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Sept 2008 

Fall Barbeque and Dog Show 

Our first annual Fall Barbeque and Dog Show will be on Saturday September 13 from 4 to 9 pm at 
the community hall (623 - 58 Ave). As noted in the August newsletter, we are hoping that the 
barbeque will be a mini-homecoming event as well so if our long time residents have children and 
grandchildren who have lived in the neighbourhood please bring them along for the festivities. And 
by all means, if you have a house guest pack them up and bring them along too. 

The community association will provide the drinks, hamburgers, and hot dogs, but participants are 
asked to contribute a small salad or dessert. There will be prizes for the most creative salad and most 
tempting dessert. For those of you who have dietary restrictions I will be making my famous achiote 
barbeque chicken (skinless chicken that is not spicy, but nevertheless delicious). Even if you don’t 
have time to make anything, just come along and enjoy the festivities. 

The dog show will begin at 4 pm with a meet and greet in the grassy area adjacent to the park. 
Although we will have some seating for our older residents, please bring along a lawn chair or picnic 
blanket to sit on. There will be a demonstration by a working dog who will just amaze you. Shelaugh 
Gregory will be handing out prizes, and dog treats. 

We have permission from the city to have our dogs in the park area adjacent to the hall, but all dogs 
must be kept on their leashes at all times, and may not go into the park area beyond the ball diamond 
(even if they are tempted to chase the resident rabbit). If the weather is bad, we will have to 
reschedule our dog show, but the barbeque will happen rain, snow or shine. 

Food for the barbeque will be laid out on tables inside the community hall, and dinner will commence 
at 5:30 pm. Dining tables and chairs will be set up inside the hall for eating (a good opportunity to 
enjoy the wonderful new chairs given to us by Chinook Shopping Centre) or for those of you who like 
to eat outside, you can enjoy your dinner in the grassy area with the dogs. Please note that dogs are 
not allowed inside the community hall itself, due to allergies. 

So pack up your pooch, bring a lawn chair and mosey over to the community centre on September 13, 
and get to know your neighbours. I would greatly appreciate it if you would call me (Karen 403 253 
7944) or drop me a line (gazette@meadowlarkpark.org) and let me know if you are coming 

www.meadowlarkpark.org 
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NeighbourWoods Project 

The City is now ready to proceed with the NeighbourWoods Project in 
Meadowlark Park, and we will be registering residents this month for 
the tree program. As you know from our last newsletter, the goal is to 
increase the number of healthy trees on the city boulevards and the “set
-backs” that front our properties. We already have over 40 trees spoken 
for, but we are aiming for 100 new trees. 

Due to the prolonged drought conditions in Calgary over the last few 
years, many of the old birch trees on our boulevards are either dead or 
nearly dead. These trees have always struggled to survive because they 
are not particularly well suited for our climate. Our elms are also 
endangered. We as a community have a terrific opportunity through 
this program to renew the dying and dead trees on the city boulevards 
that border our houses. 

Through the NeighbourWoods program, the City will provide hardy 
replacement trees such as American elm, bur oak, green ash, trembling 
aspen, hawthorn, crabapple, Amur cherry, Shubert chokecherry, 
mountain pine and Colorado blue spruce. In exchange, residents simply 
have to agree to water the trees on a regular basis using a water bag 
system. All you have to do is fill up the water bag with your garden 
hose once a week during the growing season. There is a nominal 
charge for the bag ($30), but the return will be beautiful, diverse trees 
that will enhance our properties and our community as a whole. 

During September, we will be contacting residents who want new trees 
and collecting the $30 fee for each water bag. Cheques are made 
payable to the Meadowlark Park Community Association. If your 
circumstances change between registration and the time that the trees 
are delivered next summer, the $30 will be refunded (i.e., if you move 
from the community, etc.). 

Next spring or summer, a city tree specialist will visit your property 
and confirm with you which trees will be removed, where you want the 
new tree or trees to be placed, and even help you choose your species if 
you need assistance (you may have as many trees as your boulevard 
can support). After this consultation, a city crew will then remove any 
dead trees or stumps, dig the planting hole and fill it with new soil.  
This is a huge benefit because removing old trees and stumps is quite 
costly. Last year, I had to remove a large tree from my yard and it cost 
me over $400. 

In the fall of 2009, the City will deliver the new trees to our 
neighbourhood and we will plant the trees. Even if you can not manage 
the planting and watering schedule yourself (especially our senior 
community members), volunteers will be able to assist you. We will 
end our planting day with a big barbeque to celebrate our new forest. 

Meadowlark Park Community Association 
 

 Title  Name  Phone 

 President  Marc D’Hont  403 255 8272 

 Vice President  Karen Bassie  403 253 7944 

 Past President  John Frain  403 255 7288 

 Treasurer & Casino  Ida Hardstaff  403 259 4764 

 Secretary  Christine Franke  403 209 2566 

 Membership  Shirley Rinehart  403 255 8752 

 Social Director  Lia Morely  403 283 3199 

 Communications  James McDonall 403 255 8272 

 Blockwatch  Kari Grafton  403 265 4424 

 Director at Large  Al Hardstaff  403 259 4764 

 Community Hall  James McDonall  403 252 0737 

Director at Large Jennifer Smith 403 470 7771 

   
 

Meadowlark Park Community Hall   
 623 58th Ave SW  

Calgary, AB 
T2V 0H8 

Phone: 403.252.0737 

Website: www.meadowlarkpark.org 

General Email: info@meadowlarkpark.org 

Newsletter Email: gazette@meadowlarkpark.org 
 

 

Donations of empty bottles 
and cans may be made at 
the back door of the 
community hall, and we 
greatly appreciate your 
contributions. Paper for 
recycling can be taken to 
the community recycle bin 
that is located at the 
Chinook Centre recycling 

depot. The money we receive from this recycling is 
used to purchase hall supplies. 
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Halloween Party 

As you all know, the community hall has been beautifully 
renovated and although there is still some work to be completed, 
it is time that we start using the facility for community gatherings 
again. Given the increasing number of children in the 
neighbourhood and the unreliable nature of October nights in 
Calgary, we are planning a Halloween party for children at the 
community hall that will keep them both warm and safe. We are 
hoping to turn the basement into a haunted house for little ghosts 
and goblins. If you or your older children are interested in 
helping to create this fun space, please drop us a line at: 
gazette@meadowlarkpark.org 

Community News 

The residual land at the Glenmore/Elbow Drive interchange has 
been seeded and should have a nice growth of grass next year. 
Several hundred trees and shrubs have been planted in the area, 
and it looks fabulous. Take an evening stroll through the area and 
enjoy its beauty. 

We had another incident of graffiti on the Milton Williams 
Memorial Monument which the City immediately rectified. I 
know it is the unfortunate reality of living in an urban area - that 
in any given population, there will always be a few people who 
lack basic social skills and common courtesy. 

I was recently doing some research in San Cristobal Las Casas in 
Mexico. It is the old capital of Chiapas, and its central area has 
retained its colonial buildings and cobble streets. I was dismayed 
to see that not one single building had been spared from graffiti. 
They do not have the resources to deal with this problem. We do. 
Lets keep vigilant and report any damage immediately. 

Shubert chokecherry 

Hawthorn Blossoms 
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2008 United Way Campaign Kick-Off 

Each year, with help from its partners in the community, 
United Way launches its campaign with a contagious energy 
that inspires Calgarians to get involved. With your help, a great 
city is within reach! 

Thursday, September 4, 2008 
11:00 am – Meet at 600 Block of 3rd Street SW  
11:30 am – Parade to Eau Claire Market 
12:00 pm to 1:00 pm – Free Lunch & Festivities at Eau Claire 
Market 

Join hundreds of people in a parade through downtown to cele-
brate the start of United Way’s 2008 Campaign! 

We’ll head to Eau Claire Market for a huge celebration, hosted 
by this year’s Campaign Co-Chairs, Chris Seasons and Mi-
chelle Cameron. 

Back Alley Clean Up 

September brings a rush of activities as we harvest our gardens, 
mow the lawn for the last time and retire the lawn furniture for 
another year. I want to congratulate the many residents who 
clearly extend their efforts to include the back alley behind 
their property. When I walk my dog down our alleyways, I am 
always impressed by our general cleanliness.  

Community Membership 

During October, we will be coming to your door with the new 
2009 Community Membership cards. Membership is still only 
$10. A note to parents, in order for your child to enroll in City 
sponsored sports programs such as soccer and baseball, you 
must have a community association membership. 

If you have a new neighbour, please contact me (Karen Bassie 
403-253-7944) so that we can properly welcome them to the 
community. New residents are given a complimentary 
community membership for the current year.  

If you are a new resident, I would appreciate the opportunity to 
meet with you and bring you your community membership. 
Give me a call. 

Community Liaison Officer 

If you have issues or problems that you would like to discuss 
with a police officer, our police community liaison officer is 
Carlamay Shermata (Badge Number 3768) and she works in 
the District Six Main Office. Phone: 403-567-6600. 

Remember, don’t hesitate to call the police if you see 
suspicious activities. Use the general police line at 403-266-
1234 for suspicious activities; use 911 for crimes in progress. 
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September Activities 

Reconnecting with Nature at the Cross Conservation Area 

Join the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) for a hands-on evening 
of exploration and outdoor fun. Learn about “Nature Deficit Disorder” and the 
implications it has on children, society, and the environment. This indoor/outdoor 
program includes lots of interactive activities and a short nature hike for the whole 
family. 

Date: Wednesday, September 17th 
Time: 6:30 - 8:30pm 
Cost: $8/adult, $4/child 

Advance registration is required for all programs. For more information or to 
register, contact Catriona Laird at 931-2042 or email: 
claird@crossconservation.org. 

All programs meet at the Cross Conservation Area's Visitor Centre Belvedere 
House - 1 mile south of 22X on 160 Street.  
All proceeds from this program support conservation education for children at the 
Cross Conservation Area. 

Heritage Park 

I always enjoy hearing the steamboat whistle from the Heritage Park boat. The park 
has several interesting events this month. On Labor Day, the Lord Strathcona 
Musical Ride will be performing. It is a spectacular performance that you will 
thoroughly enjoy. Their annual fair on September 6th and 7th features butter 
churning (I remember doing that on my granny’s farm), rope making, crafts and 
agricultural demonstrations. Take the grandchildren or great grandchildren and 
show them what life was like in early Alberta. Canadian Pacific Railway presents 
the 22nd Annual Railway Days on September 27 and 28. If you love trains, you 
will enjoy their terrific exhibits. 

Spruce Meadows 

The Masters is at Spruce Meadows from September 3th –7th. In addition to the 
horse jumping competition, there is the Equi-Fair, Battle of the Breeds, Breeds for 
the World, and my favorite, the BP Festival of Nations with its wonderful foods 
from around the world. 

There is free shuttle bus service from the Somerset/Bridlewood LRT station so you 
don’t even have to worry about parking. Go to www.sprucemeadows.com for more 
details 

Heritage Drive / Macleod Trail Interchange 

On September 24, the City will be presenting an information session on the new 
plans for the intersection of Heritage Drive and MacLeod Trail. As everyone 
knows, this is an extremely busy and congested intersection.  

The event will take place at the Kingsland Community Centre, 505 78 Ave. S.W. 
from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. See the City of Calgary website for more details.  

Sale, Trade or Give Away 

In past newsletters, we have listed items from community residents for sale or give 
away. If there is an interest, I will run this service again. Community residents can 
e-mail a description of their items to www.gazette@meadowlarkpark.org. 

Please include a description and contact information. For those of you who are 
renovating homes in the community or landscaping, this is a good opportunity not 
to burden the landfill with old paving stones etc. until you have tried to recycle 
them through our newsletter.  
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Meals on Wheels 

Calgary Meals on Wheels promotes health and supports the choice of 
independence by preparing and delivering nutritious, affordable meals to 
people in need of our service and by enhancing the community safety net.  

As a non-profit charitable organization, they promote health and support 
independence by preparing and delivering nutritious affordable meals to 
Calgarians in need of these service – seniors, convalescents (short and 
long term) and people with disabilities. They also provide specially 
prepared meals for the Chinese community, bagged lunches for the 
working homeless and a ‘Duck Soup’ program for children in high risk 
elementary schools.  

In order to address future growth projections, they urgently require a more 
modern, larger facility. Go to www.mealsonwheels to learn how you can 
get involved. Or better yet, attend their fundraiser. 
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Disclaimer 

The opinions expressed within any published article, report or submission are those of the author and should not be considered to be those of the 
community association. Additionally, the information contained in this newsletter is believed to be accurate, but is not warranted to be so. 

The community association gratefully acknowledges the support of the vendors and businesses who have advertised in this newsletter. While we 
cannot specifically endorse the vendors or their products, please be sure to give these valued organizations due consideration the next time you have 
need of goods or services.  

A Message from Brian Pincott - Alderman 

Summer is waning and for many of us it is a time to pack up the summer toys and get back to work. I 
hope the summer has been good for you and that you are fully relaxed and restored. 

Kids are back in school too, which means that we need to keep an extra vigilant eye out for our young 
folk as they will be a presence on the streets once again. So, please be watchful of school zones and 
crosswalks all over the city. They may be happier than we are about getting back, which means that 
they may not be looking both ways before they cross the street.  

One of the differences that you may notice from over the summer is a few painted intersections in our 
communities. Several communities took up my challenge to “Paint the Pavement”. By now Chinook 
Park, Braeside and Windsor Park should have intersections painted.  These projects are a fun way to 
reclaim the streets in our communities for the people who live there. By painting the street, with a fun 
colourful design, people are reminded that kids (and adults) live there. The result is that drivers tend to 
slow down and be more cautious. Traffic calming has never been so fun.  

Paint the Pavement is about your community.  It is about the people who live there. It is about reclaiming our neighbourhood streets 
for the people who actually live, and play, on them. And, it is fun!  

At the core of the success of Paint the Pavement is community engagement and participation. I am thrilled and proud that it is Ward 
11 communities who are the leaders in this initiative. We are the first in Calgary to get out and Paint the Pavement, and hopefully the 
rest of Calgary will follow our leadership and take up the challenge.  

This is just one idea for addressing community issues and challenges in a different and creative way. If anyone has an idea they 
would like to try for their community, something that is “outside of the box”, don’t hesitate to bring it forward. Start by letting your 
community association know, let my office know, and we will see what we can do.  

Learn more about ward 11 communities and issues on our new website at www.ward11calgary.ca. 

Sincerely, Brian Pincott 

P.O. Box 2100, Station M 
Calgary, Alberta Canada T2P 2M5 
Phone No.: (403) 268-2430 
Executive Assistant's phone No.: (403) 268-2430 
Fax No.: (403) 268-8091 
 

One Rock at a Time—The Youth Justice Program 
 
Touching the Void is a book by Joe Simpson that recounts his true story of crawling off a mountain in Peru with a broken leg and 
no provisions. This award winning book was turned into a stunning documentary that is still available on DVD, and I encourage 
you to see it. It took Simpson over three days to literally crawl down the mountain, and he managed this feat by focusing on a 
rock a few meters away and challenging himself to reach it in a short period of time. I often use this example when my daughter 
is overwhelmed by tasks, and reminder her to approach her problem one rock at a time. Under the directorship of James 
McDonall, the first graduate of our Youth Justice Program has completed his work at the community. I am delighted to say that 
this has been an overwhelmingly positive experience for everyone involved. We change our community, one member at a time. I 
congratulate and thank James for his continued efforts in this program. 

For those of you who are not familiar with this program, the Calgary Youth Justice program gives some of Calgary's youth a 
chance to work off mistakes they have made, and to avoid incurring a criminal record. The youths being assigned to community 
service in Meadowlark Park are those who have agreed that the infraction they were part of was a mistake, one that they're 
determined they're not going to make again. Meadowlark Park is proud to give these kids a chance to set things right, and to 
move on with their lives in a productive, positive way. 
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