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Sept 2008 

Welcome to the month of the Hunter’s Moon 

The full moon closest to the autumnal equinox (September 21) is 
called the Harvest Moon, but many people are unaware that all full 
moons have names. Traditionally, the full moon of October is called 
the Hunter’s Moon because this was the time of year hunters 
stocked their larders with game for the long winter. 

Halloween Party 

This year Halloween falls on a Friday. We have chosen to have our 
Halloween Party at the Meadowlark Park Community Hall on 
Saturday November 1 because many children will be participating in school parties on Friday and we 
thought that an evening party on that day would be just too much activity for the little ones.  

Our Meadowlark Park party will be held from 4 pm to 8 pm on Saturday. Children and their parents 
are encourage to stay for the whole event or drop in any time to partake in the fun. We invite the 
entire community to come over and see the kids costumes and have a bite to eat. We will be serving 
Halloween themed food with treats for everyone. We will also have a special seniors’ corner so that 
our older residents can sit and enjoy the parade of costumes.  

When I was young, virtually every child went to either the public or Catholic elementary school in 
their neighbourhood.  Today, children rarely attend their neighbourhood school even when there is 
one, consequently, the majority of their friends live in other communities. We encourage the children 
of Meadowlark Park to invite their school or play chums to our Halloween party. We also suggest that 
our Meadowlark Park grandparents bring along their grandchildren and great grandchildren for this 
fun family event. 

For the kids (and those of you who are young at heart), we will be having a haunted house and 
treasure hunt in the basement of the hall, and an activity and craft area on the main floor. Gypsy 
Madame Elizabeth will read your fortune in her crystal ball. We are also planning to have a 
professional magician perform astonishing Halloween tricks. 

There will prizes for kids and adults wearing the best costumes. Bring along your jack o’lantern and 
enter it in the best decorated pumpkin contest or in the pumpkin throwing contest. Just in case you 
think I am completely mad, the pumpkin throwing context will be held outside in the grassy area to 
the east of the hall, and the residue pumpkin pieces will be placed in a compost bin.  There will also 
be a Halloween trivia contest to test your knowledge of Halloween traditions. For example, do you 
know the origins of the term “jack o’ lantern”? 

All children will receive a Halloween treat bag. Given that the kids will likely already have too much 
candy, we will be filling our treat bags with more innovative items. 

Dinner and admission for the event is free, but there will be a bin placed inside the front door for 
donations to the food bank (no candy please). Remember folks, we teach our children generosity by 
example.  

To our parents and grandparents: please let me know how many of your children and 
grandchildren and their friends will be attending so that we can plan the appropriate amount of treat 
bags and food. Contact me (Karen Bassie) at gazette@meadowlarkpark.org or  403 253 7944.  

Volunteers: we need volunteers to help with decorating the hall and setting up the haunted house 
in the week prior to the party as well as volunteers to help on the day of the party with craft activities, 
face painting and, of course, the clean-up at the end. Older children and teenagers are most welcomed 
to help out as well. If you would like to volunteer please contact me at the above phone number.  

www.meadowlarkpark.org 
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Community Events 

Our first annual barbeque and dog show was a howling success. We 
had a lovely turnout with a delicious array of salads and baking. I want 
to thank my husband Rick for flipping the burgers and rolling the hot 
dogs, and James and Marc for staying late to help with the clean-up. It 
was a great pleasure to sit on the new comfortable chairs donated by 
Chinook Centre and get to know some of my neighbours better. 

I also want to thank Shelaugh Gregory who organized and judged the 
dog show and her assistants Elizabeth Bassie and Ziqi Wang who 
guided the dogs through their trials. A highlight of our dog show was 
Verne Trevoy giving us a demonstration of his dog Charlie who is a 
trained assistance dog.  

Many wonderful prizes that were generously donated by PETSMART 
were given to Spike, Heidi, Bell, Copper, Barker, Charlie, and 
Kemmer. We warmly thank Petsmart and their store manager Mike 
Vooys for donating a variety of products ranging from dog shampoo 
and towels to toys.  

Petsmart is a terrific place for dog and pet supplies and is conveniently 
located just to the west of Chinook LRT Station. I personally buy my 
pet supplies at this store, and I am always greeted by courteous  and 
helpful staff who show a genuine interest in my animals. In an age 
where customer service is a rarity, it is a refreshing experience. 
Petsmart also has training classes and a dog grooming facility. 

Although we have planned a number of events for October, November 
and December, we would like to hear suggestions from community 
members about other events they would like to see happening in our 
neighbourhood. 

November Teen Dance Lesson 

Many of the teenagers in our neighbourhood don’t know each other 
because they go to different schools. To address this situation, we will 
be hosting a dance lesson for teenagers at the community hall some 
time in November. The theme will likely be hip hop, salsa and capoeira 
dancing. Look in the next newsletter or visit our community webpage 
for more details. 

Monthly Crafter’s Night and Tea 

On November 17, we will be initiating a monthly Crafters night and tea 
for community residents. Bring your supplies and work to the 
community hall and share your expertise. Even if you are not a crafter, 
come out and enjoyed some tea and dessert, and see what our 
community members are making. My friend Betty Leong will give a 
lesson on how to make beautiful kirigami Christmas cards. 

Christmas Party 

Our community Christmas party will be held on the evening of 
Saturday Dec 13 so mark your calendars now.  

NeighbourWoods Project 

The pamphlets for the NeighbourWoods Project have just arrived, and 
I will start canvassing the neighbourhood in the first two weeks of 
October to register residents for the tree program. If you have 
contacted me already and asked to be on the list, you are guaranteed 
your tree or trees. Our survey shows that we have over 100 dead or 
dying birch trees that need replacing.  

Meadowlark Park Community Association 
 

 Title  Name  Phone 

 President  Marc D’Hont  403 255 8272 

 Vice President  Karen Bassie  403 253 7944 

 Treasurer & Casino  Ida Hardstaff  403 259 4764 

 Secretary  Christine Franke  403 209 2566 

Community Hall James McDonall 403 252 0737 

 Membership  Shirley Rinehart  403 255 8752 

 Social Director  Lia Morely  403 283 3199 

 Website James McDonall 403 255 8272 

 Blockwatch  Kari Grafton  403 265 4424 

 Director at Large  Al Hardstaff  403 259 4764 

 Director at Large Jennifer Smith 403 470 7771 

Meadowlark Park Community Hall   
 623 58th Ave SW  

Calgary, AB 
T2V 0H8 

 Phone:  403.252.0737 

 Website: 
 www.meadowlarkpark.org 

 General Email: 
  info@meadowlarkpark.org 

 Newsletter Email: 
 gazette@meadowlarkpark.org 

 

Recycle 

Donations of empty bottles and cans may be made at 
the back door of the community hall, and we greatly 
appreciate your contributions. Paper for recycling can 
be taken to the community recycle bin that is located at 
the Chinook Centre recycling depot. The money we 
receive from this recycling is used to purchase hall 
supplies. 

Disclaimer 

The opinions expressed within any published article, report or 
submission are those of the author and should not be 
considered to be those of the community association. 
Additionally, the information contained in this newsletter is 
believed to be accurate, but is not warranted to be so. 

The community association gratefully acknowledges the 
support of the vendors and businesses who have advertised 
in this newsletter. While we cannot specifically endorse the 
vendors or their products, please be sure to give these valued 
organizations due consideration the next time you have need 
of goods or services.  
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The Boys in the Hood 

The winners of our dog show strut their stuff.   
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 Community News 

Our new liaison person with the City is Community Recreation 
Coordinator Brenda Jay. Brenda attended our executive 
meeting on September 15, and demonstrated her considerable 
skill at dealing with neighbourhood issues. We welcome her 
input and look forward to a productive partnership with her. 

The city has begun the construction of a new staircase and 
walkway between 35 and 37 Meadowview Road and has 
replaced the walkway between 14 and 16 Malibou Road.  
Many thanks to our President Marc D’Hont for getting this 
much needed work underway. 

The renovation of the lobby at the community hall is now 
complete. The new bathrooms, cloak room and lobby have 
greatly brightened and enhanced the entrance way. The 
addition of light sensors in the bathrooms have lowered our 
energy costs.  

Renovation of the stage area will begin in January, and when it 
is complete we will be able to host musical events (quiet ones).   

If you haven’t had a chance to see the work that has already 
been completed, drop by the hall during one of our future 
events and take a look. Many people at the barbeque and dog 
show commented on what a great job James and Marc have 
done. An enormous thanks is also due to Ida Hardstaff and her 
Casino volunteers for raising the money for these renovations. 

The success of Meadowlark Park’s Youth Justice Program was 
featured in the Calgary Youth Justice Program’s newsletter 
(see www.calgaryyouthjustice.com). We will also be featured 
in the Calgary Youth Justice 10th Anniversary Video. Once 
again I thank James McDonall for his dedication to this 
important program. 

Block Watch 
Due to the increased incidences of vandalism and burglaries in 
the community in the last month, we are trying to reinvigorate 
our Block Watch program. The program can’t work unless we 
all remain vigilant and report suspicious activities.  

Remember, don’t hesitate to call the police if you see anything 
suspicious. Use the general police line at 403-266-1234 if you 
suspect something is wrong and use 911 for crimes in progress. 

I want to thank Kari Grafton and her Block Watch captains for 
diligently delivering the newsletter each month.  

Community Liaison Officer 

If you have issues or problems that you would like to discuss 
with a police officer, our police community liaison officer is 
Carlamay Shermata (Badge Number 3768) and she works in the 
District Six Main Office. Phone: 403-567-6600. 

Sale, Trade and Give Away 

If you are a community member and have items that you would 
like to sell, trade or give away, we will advertize them in the 
next newsletter for free. Send a description of the items and 
contact information to: www.gazette@meadowlarkpark.org  

If you are renovating this is a perfect way to dispose of fixtures 
and other building material that are still usable.  

October Sale Listing 

Kohler Purist frameless pivot shower door 
brand new 72"H x 30-33"W 
$600 (retail $900). 
Call Ross at 209-2566. 
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Community Membership 

During October, we will be coming to 
your door with the new 2009 
Community Membership cards. 
Membership is still only $10. 

If you happen to be away when your 
community volunteer drops by with the 
new memberships, simply fill out the 
adjacent form and drop it in the mail or 
the hall mailbox, and we will deliver 
your membership to you. 

If you have a new neighbour, please 
contact me (Karen Bassie 403-253-7944) 
so that we can properly welcome them to 
the community. New residents are 
given a complimentary community 
membership for the current year.  

 A note to parents, in order for your child 
to enroll in City sponsored sports 
programs such as soccer and baseball, 
you must have a community association 
membership. 

Federal Election Information 

Residents of Meadowlark Park must cast their 
votes in the federal election either on Oct 3, 4, or 
6 at St. Anthony School (4811 6th Street S.W.) 
for advanced polling or on election day October 
14 at Elboya School (4804 6th St. S.W.). You 
can also vote either by mail or in person at your 
local Elections Canada office, but you must 
register for this service no later than October 7. 

The candidates in our riding in alphabetical 
order are: 

Antony Tony Grochowski (Independent) 

Heesung Kim  (Liberal Party of Canada) 

Tyler Kinch (New Democratic Party)  

Natalie Odd (Green Party of Canada) 

Lee Richardson (Conservative Party of Canada) 

It is due to an oversight by Elections Canada that 
we have to go all the way to Elboya to vote. We 
have been assured that our polling station for the 
next federal election will be in our own 
community hall. If politicians ever learn to keep 
their promises and live up to their commitments, 
the next election will be in 2012. 

And for those of you who are amused by the 
truly bizarre, Windsor Park residents have to 
cross MacLeod Trail and go to a polling station 
located in Manchester to vote. It is like a bad 
game of musical chairs. What were they 
thinking? 
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A Message from Alison Redford, MLA 

By now parents and students have settled in to the routine of the school year – including my family. The 2008/2009 year is already 
proving that it is going to be an exciting one, with new curriculum and new programs in store for students as Education continues its 
effort to enhance Alberta’s highly regarded education system.  

Parents can find many resources and tips for a successful school year in Alberta Education’s online back-to-school information kit. 
This kit includes details about curriculum, fees and achievement testing, which will help you gain a better understanding of what 
your child is learning in the classroom and how parents can help. The website also features a personal video message from 
Education Minister Dave Hancock about the upcoming school year. They have an excellent reputation for encouraging learning in a 
way that helps our students succeed. 

The site also features helpful tips for homework and studying, internet safety, and preventing bullying to assist you in understanding 
the school environment. I encourage you to visit Alberta Education’s website at www.education.gov.ab.ca where you will find this 
valuable information for your children in school. 

There are so many great things happening in education across the province that the Ministry of Education has developed a 
newsletter focusing on current events and activities. Visit http://education.alberta.ca/department/news/newsletter.aspx to learn the 
latest education news. 

On October 14, I will once again take my seat in the Legislature. I look forward to continued work on building safe and strong 
communities through my role as Minister of Justice and Attorney General, as well as representing the needs of those living in 
Calgary-Elbow. Over the last few months I had the opportunity to meet with residents of Meadowlark Park; I appreciated hearing 
from you. I am pleased such an engaged community is a part of this constituency.  

If you have any questions, ideas, or if I can provide additional support to you and the community, please don’t hesitate to contact my 
constituency office at (403) 252-0364 or calgary.elbow@assembly.ab.ca.  

Best wishes for a great school year! 

Hon. Alison Redford, MLA 

A Message from Brian Pincott - Alderman 

With the fall season upon us and we would like to follow up a successful summer by encouraging ever 
more community engagement.  It is my hope that the new Ward 11 website www.ward11calgary.ca will 
be an effective tool to that end.   

The new site will be updated regularly with latest news from within the ward and news that affects the 
ward.  A calendar with events will be one of the many regular features.  If you have an event that you 
would like posted on our site, feel free to drop us a line with details.  Electronic copies of notices of 
motion that I have put forward will be available for review.  If you are looking for more information on 
the various committees and their agendas, the Links page will connect you with corresponding pages on 
the City’s website, along with a host of other reference links that we think you may find useful.  There 
is also a map of the ward identifying the individual communities with a brief history of each area.  
Media & Links is dedicated to media clippings that reference the ward and its issues as well as a 
Contact page.  The Contact page will give you yet another avenue to correspond directly with our 
office. 

Traditionally the Aldermanic offices publish an annual hard copy newsletter with general information as it relates to their respective 
areas.  We would like to break new ground in this area and at the same lessen our environmental impact.  If you go to the 
“Newsletter” page on the site you will have an opportunity to sign up to receive a digital copy of the newsletter.  You then give us 
permission to send you an electronic newsletter.  *** We do not share your information with any other sources, not even other 
departments within the City, FOIPP guidelines strictly prohibit this***  The same applies when you write in with your comments.  
Doing so does not automatically sign you up to receive the digital newsletter nor will your personal information be shared or 
accessed by anyone other than the ward 11 office. 

Finally, I would like to mention our photo gallery.  I would love to see this space filled with pictures from the community, local 
events, talent shows, painted pavement, any community moments you would like to share with your fellow communities.  (Please be 
sure you have appropriate permissions from both the photographer and the photo subjects.) Special thanks to Serverside Studios for 
their excellent work on this web site.  

Sincerely, Brian Pincott 

P.O. Box 2100, Station M   Phone No.: (403) 268-2430 
Calgary, Alberta Canada T2P 2M5  Executive Assistant's phone No.: (403) 268-2430 Fax No.: (403) 268-8091 
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