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Hip Hop Performance and Dance Lesson at the Community Hall

On Saturday November 15 at 7 pm,
we will be having a hip hop dance
performance by the exciting dance
group Original Rudes. This very
talented troop won the contemporar
dance competition at the University
of Calgary in October.

Following the show, the group will
conduct a mini-workshop on hip hop choreography.

Everyone in the community is welcome to attend,ibigtprimarily designed for our community
teenagers as well as those community members whigst like they are teenagers at heart and who
aren’t worried about throwing out their backs.Héte are younger children who you think would
enjoy the performance, they are most welcome tqizaite as well. The event will be well
chaperoned.

As noted in the last newsletter, most of our teemago to a variety of different schools and mdst o
their friends are not from the neighbourhood. Weoemage our teenage residents to bring several of
their friends to the event if they are interested.

All participants in the dance lesson must wear imgshoes.

The admission is free to all. Refreshments and Bghcks will be served after the lesson. If ylanp
to attend, please let me know (Karen BassidD&t253 7944r at
www.gazette@meadowlarkpark.orgso that | can plan the appropriate amount of rbfremts.

Monthly Crafter's Night and Tea

On Monday November 17 from 7 pm to 9 pm, we willibigéating our monthly Scrapbook and
Crafters night for community residents, family mearband their friends. Whether it is scrapbooking,
knitting, crochet, or other arts, bring your suppland work to the lower level of the communityl hal
and share your expertise. Betty Leong will givessbn on how to make beautiful kirigami Christmas
cards (three dimensional cards).

Even if you are not a crafter, come out and enfyiestea and dessert, and see what our community
members are making. Admission is free.

Many of our seniors don't like coming out at nighiou are a senior and need a ride to and fraen th
event, please call me so we can make arrangenmnied.

If you plan to attend, please contact me (KarersBasit403 253 7944r at
www.gazette@meadowlarkpark.orgso that | can plan the appropriate amount of refremts.

Christmas Party

The Meadowlark Park Community Christmas Party béllheld on Saturday, December 13 from 5 pm
until 9 pm. Mark you calendar. We will have a taiieere kids can make their own gingerbread
houses and Christmas crafts. It will be a pot lex&ning, with the community association supplying
the turkey and drinks. Residents are asked to laris@ad or dessert. Watch for the newsletteriily ea
December for more details.
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Recycle

Donations of empty bottles and cans may be made at
the back door of the community hall, and we greatly
appreciate your contributions. Paper for recycting

be taken to the community recycle bin that is ledat
the Chinook Centre recycling depot. The money we
receive from this recycling is used to purchasé¢ hal
supplies.

Disclaimer

The opinions expressed within any published article, report or
submission are those of the author and should not be
considered to be those of the community association.
Additionally, the information contained in this newsletter is
believed to be accurate, but is not warranted to be so.

The community association gratefully acknowledges the
support of the vendors and businesses who have advertised
in this newsletter. While we cannot specifically endorse the
vendors or their products, please be sure to give these valued
organizations due consideration the next time you have need
of goods or services.

NeighbourWoods Project Changes

As discussed in previous newsletters, Meadowlark Bagarticipating
the NeighbourWoods Tree Project in 2009. All of tesidents who
have contacted me and asked to be part of thegbraje now officially
registered in the program. Meadowlark Park is leatito have 100
trees and we already have 75 trees spoken for.

If you are interested in getting one of the remagrirees, you can still
participate by phoning 311. Just tell the 311 ojmerdhat you want to
be registered in the NeighbourWoods Tree Progrdm.3.1 operator
will ask you for your name, phone number and addréke deadline
for registration is March 31, but don’t wait forettast minute as we
may run out of our allotted trees.

A brochure about the program is inserted in thissietter. If you

have any questions or concerns about the prograas@lcontact me at
430 253 7944 (Karen Bassie). If you are reluctamqtitone 311, call
me and | will help you.

Sometime next spring (probably in May), the Cityi wbntact all
registered participants and make an appointmedistuss your tree
selection and location. During the summer, a Qigmewill remove
your dead or dying tree and prepare the new holplémting. In a
designated weekend in September, the City wilvéelall of our trees
to the central park. We will pick up our water bagsl trees from this
location, and plant them.

If you would like to participate in the program beel that you can not
handle the planting process yourself, we will hawkinteers to help
you. We will also have trucks to deliver the treg/our yard if you do
not have an appropriate vehicle.

If your yard can accommodate a tree, please paatieiin this program
and help reforest our community. Let’s leave a dgdar future
Meadowlark Park residents.

Community News

If you haven't used it yet, take a walk over to tiesv staircase
between Meadowview Road and Malibou Road. The lolthzing
asphalt steps have been replaced with a well agristt wooden
staircase with sturdy handrails. We warmly thankidiel Chiasson of
the City of Calgary for getting this much needeplaeement
completed for us.

In January, the stage area in the community héllbsidemolished
and a new stage and storage area will be construtkere will be
space under the new stage to store the tableshaird that currently
have to be stacked against the back wall of the Badhind the stage
will be new cupboards for storage as well.

In the future, the old wall paneling on the maofl will be
dismantled, new insulation will be installed anavnealls will be
built. Improved lightning will also be added.

Dogs

I know | sound like a broken record, but here lagain. We are
allowed to walk our dogs on the boulevard that@mumds the park
adjacent to the community hall, but dogs are rlotaadd inside the
park itself. The area is well posted. | hate t@ab®g about this, but
you will be fined if you allow your dog to run anodi in the park area
no matter how cute your pooch is.
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Emergency Medical Services

Holiday Safety Tips from EMS
Toys and Gifts

Be sure any gifts you give young children will poesent a
chocking hazard, and cannot get caught in theg eanose.

Avoid toys with small parts that can be pulled ajpar
broken off.

If you are giving toys to several children in oaenily,
consider their age differences and the chanceythatger
children will want to play with older kids' toys.

Never leave toys on stairs or other high traffiesar where they
can cause preventable falls and injury.

Candles

Use sturdy candle holders that will not easilyayger.

Keep matches and lighters out of reach of chilcteall
times.

Keep burning candles away from trees, decoratims,
wrapping paper.
Never leave candles unattended, or within reacthibdiren.

If candles are used in a centerpiece be sure the'y lburn
low enough to ignite the decorations. Cut candieka/short to
prevent a high flame.

Plants

Small children may think that holiday plants loatogl
enough to eat, but many plants can cause sevemasto
problems and some may be toxic.

Plants to watch out for include: mistletoe, holbries,
Jerusalem cherry, and amaryllis.

Poinsettias are not toxic. However, they are ndiled
either. If ingested, they may cause nausea andtiami

If you suspect someone may be poisoned contactliberta
Poison Centre g803) 944-1414or advice, or diaB-1-1for
emergency medical care.

The City of Calgary Emergency Medical Services wdike to
remind everyone about the importance of safe dyitiabits this
winter. Allow more time for all driving maneuversstopping,
changing lanes, passing, or crossing an intersedticaddition,
being a responsible party host, or guest, showulddie
appropriate choices concerning serving and consyiadcohol.
Use designated drivers or other transportatiomrateves— do
not drink and drive! There is no place you neeblgdhat is
worth risking your safety or the well being of othieEnjoying
the holiday season starts with arriving safe anthdo

403) 258-7717

Toll Free: 1-800-896-4361
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Snow Removal

Winter is upon us again. This is just a gentle retar that
residents are required to remove snow from thelksvaithin
24 hours of a snowfall.

Snow Angels

A number of our senior residents are in need afimalers to
help them shovel their snow this winter. If you alde to
commit to helping a senior with this task, pleasatact me
(Karen Bassie) at03 253 7944r at
www.gazette@meadowlarkpark.org.Teenager volunteers
are also most welcome.

Parking Problem

Day time parking has become a problem at the ietgien of
Malibou Road and MacKay Drive adjacent to the nealid
land from the Elbow Drive/Glenmore exchange project
Commuters are parking their cars along the souté @i
Malibou Road for the day and taking the bus dowmtow
Responding to complaints by adjacent residentsCttyewill
be imposing a two hour parking restriction on theth side
of Malibou Road. The signs will be posted next nhont

If this does not resolve the parking problem, tlity @ill
extend the parking restrictions. Residents who waghark
longer than two hours in this zone can obtain &ipgrpermit
from the City.

This kind of parking restriction is enforced along
Meadowview Road, and it has successfully prevented
Chinook Centre shoppers from parking in our neigithood.



Halloween Trivia

In case you didn’t make it to the Halloween party,
here is some trivia for you. Halloween had its begigs over
2,000 years ago among the Celts who lived in lasldme
United Kingdom and northern France. The Celtic laygg is
a branch of the Indo-European language group inutultish,
Scots Gaelic, Welsh and Breton. In the Celtic addenthe
new year began in November. Consequently, the egeni
before November 1 was called old-year’s night. Begig on
this night, the Celts celebrated a three day faktalled
Samhain that marked the end of the harvest ansténeof
winter.

The Celts believed that the souls of the departed
returned to the world of the living during Samhaind they
dressed in costumes to avoid being recognizeddoghiosts.
Like many new year celebrations in other cultuSamhain
was a time of transformation. At the start of Saimhie
Celts extinguished their hearth fires and theiri@s{priests)
lit sacred bonfires on their hilltops that wereubbt to
frighten away evil spirits. The bones of the ansrthlt were
slaughtered for the winter were deposited intdfitteeas
offerings to their gods. The term bonfire actuatigans “bone
fire” and it originated from this tradition. At trend of the
festival, they re-lit their hearth fires with flasiéom the
bonfire.

In the middle of the first century, the Romans
conquered the Celts and over the next four hungeads the
traditions of Samhain were merged with two Roman
agricultural festivals. The first was a celebratfonthe dead,
and the other was for Ponoma, the Roman godddssitof
trees whose symbol was an apple.

Ray Busby

Store Owner/Operator

Riverbend
/obe , #100, 8338 - 18 St SE
Calgary, AB, T2C 4E4

Tel. (403) 279-9070
Fax. (403) 279-9114

By the seventh century, Christianity had spread
across Europe to the Celtic area. In order toifatsl the
conversion of the local populations, the early €ains often
aligned their festivals with pagan ones. On NovemibA.D.
741, Pope Gregory lll dedicated a chapel in thdiba®f St.
Peter to all the saints, and All Saints Day be galpet
celebrated on this date. Another term for All Saitidy was
All Hallows or All Hallowmas (literally, a mass fail the
holy). The evening of October 31 became All Halldvg or
All Hallow Even. Today we call it Halloween. Noveai®2
was designated as All Souls day to commemorate the
departed.

Despite the overlay of a Christian theme, the €Celti
communities maintained their beliefs and traditicegarding
the night of October 31 as a time when evil spaitd the
souls of the departed roamed throughout the nigiay
carved out turnips and beets and turned them amteins to
ward off evil spirits. When Irish immigrants caneethe New
World, they brought their traditions with them. FRukims,
which were indigenous to the New World, soon regthc
turnips and beets as Halloween lanterns.

The term jack o’ lantern literally means “Jack loé t
lantern”, and this was a term used for night watehnin Irish
folk lore, there was man called Jack whose souldeasned
to wander the world carrying a lantern. The terokje’
lantern also refers to the phosphorescent lighienafeen
around swampy bogs called ignis fatuus (literadlglish fire).
These lights are caused by the oxidation of gasstuped by
the decay of organic material in the bog. Anotleemt for
such lights is Will of the wisp.

—
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Halloween Party

Our Halloween party at the community hall was
a great success. The magician Richard Young
gave a spell binding performance of spooky
magic and tricks that climaxed with the
appearance of a real dove. Richard involved all
the young members of the audience in his
presentation, and | highly recommend him if you
are planning a special birthday party or event.

Many little ghosts and goblins enjoyed the
Haunted House in the basement and had their
fortunes told by the amazing Madame Elizabeth.
Tom Fahey played the old man in the Haunted
House to perfection and James McDonall was
the frightening voice and the hand that reached
through the wall of the Haunted House and
grabbed unsuspecting victims.

Zigi, Raymond and Artemis readily joined in the
fun and made sure that all the victims made it
out of the Haunted House alive.

Many thanks to Christine Franke, Lia Morley,

Missing Kitten

A 5 month old grey kitten named Rufus has beenimgssom its

home at 56 Malibou Road for a week now. We are baris still in the
neighbourhood. As you can see from the picturdydsea distinctive
face. Please look around your property, in youdshgarages, garbage
bins or under decks. Rufus is a timid, wild cat vidiaot accustomed

to being handle so if you see him, please don’tdrgick him up. If

you see him or have seen him lately, please c&llgBB 4325 or 403
968 9000. Your help is greatly appreciated.

her adorable boys Carter and Emmet, James
McDonall, Tom Fahey, Julie Wang, Ziqi Wanl;,
Elizabeth Bassie and Rick Bassie for their help
in setting up the hall for the Halloween
adventures and staying to clean up afterwardp.
Also thanks to the many community residents
who stayed after the event and helped clean|the
upper hall and disassemble the tables and cHairs.
Special thanks to Ida Hardstaff for lending us
Halloween themed tablecloths and serving
dishes.

November Skies

November is the month of the Taurids (Nov 5}
12) and Leonids (Nov 17) meteor showers.

Astronomers predict that this year’s Taurids
meteor shower will produce some spectaculaf
fireballs.

The Taurids are so named because they appgar
to originate from the Taurus constellation areg of
the sky. Just about everyone can locate Oriofy’s

Belt so just go to the west of this constellatior] t
find Taurus.

The full moon this month is on November 13
and it is called the Beaver Moon. By the end of
the month, the moon will be in its waxing
crescent phase and will be low in the southwest
at sunset. On the evening of Dec 1, this moon
will be hanging just above Venus and Jupiter.
This rare conjunction of the moon and the two
brightest planets is amazing to see. These
heavenly bodies will have set by 7:30 pm so take
a stroll out up to the reservoir for the best view
the weather is good. For those of you who are
night owls, you can see Saturn rising due east at
1:30 am on this same night.




Block Watch

Due to the increased incidences of vandalism angldmies in
the community in the last month, we are tryinggimvigorate
our Block Watch program. The program can’t workess! we all
remain vigilant and report suspicious activities.

Remember, don't hesitate to call the police if gee anything
suspicious. Use the general police line at 403-PB&4 if you
suspect something is wrong and use 911 for crimpsdgress.

| want to thank Kari Grafton and her Block Watclpizéns for
diligently delivering the newsletter each month.

Community Liaison Officer

If you have issues or problems that you would tikeiscuss
with a police officer, our police community liaisofficer is
Carlamay Shermata (Badge Number 3768) and she wotke
District Six Main Office. Phonet03-567-6600

Sale, Trade and Give Away

If you are a community member and have items tbatwould
like to sell, trade or give away, we will advertthem in the next
newsletter for free. Send a description of the #@&md contact
information to:www.gazette@meadowlarkpark.org

November Sale Listing

Kohler Purist frameless pivot shower door
brand new 72"H x 30-33"W

$600 (retail $900).

Call Ross at 209-2566.

Community Membership

We have planned a host of community activitiesttier
coming season, and it has been a great encourag@men
see the increase in community membership and
participation this year. We encourage everyoneutpd
membership and support our community. Membershigepr
remains at a mere $10 a year.

If we missed you during the community membershipe]r
simply fill out the form on page sevem and droin ithe
mail or the community hall mailbox, and we will delr
your membership to you.

A note to parents, in order for your child to ehioICity
sponsored sports programs that use City facilities, must
have a community association membership.

If you have a new neighbour, please contact megiikar
Bassie 403-253-7944) so that we can properly wedcom
them to the communitiNew residents are given a
complimentary community membership for the current
year.

We would like to welcome the Irvegas, the Cielelzaid
the Boulanger families to Meadowlark Park.

Babysitters

Several families have inquired about babysitterthén
neighbourhood. If you need a babysitter or wartabysit,
please contact me (above phone number ) and trwilb
make the appropriate connections for you



A Message from Brian Pincott - Alderman

Budget. At the municipal level, this should be arftetter word. Everyone hates it, dreads it, leati. And,
here we are, with the autumn briskness, at budgetagain. There have been ample warnings and gt
we are in for a difficult budget. We have spiralicasts, an uncertain economy, and an ever grovwindghat
requires more and more services to keep it runifitat that means is that everyone is not goingetornat
they are looking for, either the administratiore tholiticians or the citizens.

In preparation for the November budget, | wanteflisb give you a quick update on where your taxadslare
going right now, and how we compare to other citiethis area. This information will also be on awebsite
www.wardllcalgary.cor you to check out as well.

On average, the monthly property tax bill in Cajgiar2008 is $64.03. Where this goes to in the ségvices you receive breaks
down roughly as follows: Police: 28%. Fire: 17%aiisit: 17%; Roads: 15%; Parks and Recreation: I3yage Collection: 4%

These are the biggest recipients of your tax dallas an indicator of what | mean by average téxtbat would be the property tax

on a home assessed at $447,500. A breakdown afpenating expenditures for 2008 has the policergeit3%; transportation
18%, Utilities & Environmental Protection 17%, CapiFinancing 12%, Community and Protective Sewit8%. Those are the
few big ones.

When it comes to our overall tax rate, the CityCalgary compares very favourably to the rest ofcthntry. The most recent
survey conducted by Edmonton at the end of 200Wsltlbat Calgary has the lowest residential prop@stgs in Canada. It has bg
the lowest each year since 2005. My commitmetaancil is to remain vigilant with your tax dollatswill work very hard to keg
tax increases at a manageable level, both fortkmatyer as well as for the City. Our goal is togk€algary at the lowest resident
property taxes in the country.

There is going to be a public open house presentafithe budget on November™ T his will be in the Atrium of the Municipal
Building and will be open from 9:00 until 4:00 pAdministration as well as myself and other counsdmbers will be there to
answer questions. Then, the budget goes to pubdidrigs starting November Lih the Council Chambers.

Sincerely, Brian Pincott

P.0O. Box 2100, Station M Phone No.: (403) 268243
Calgary, Alberta Canada T2P 2M5 Executive Asst&grhone No.: (403) 268-2430 Fax No.: (403) 268180
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