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May 2008 

Welcome to Spring 
Hello, my  name is Karen Bassie. I am the Vice President of 
our community association and the new editor of the Gazette.  

On May 5th at 7 PM, we will be having our Annual General 
Meeting, and I encourage everyone to attend.  To the new 
residents of Meadowlark Park, I would like to extend a warm 
welcome, and a special invitation to participate in the AGM 
and meet your neighbors. 

ALL community residents and home owners are ALWAYS 
welcome at the AGM, but only members of the Meadowview 
Community Association are allowed to vote for the new 
executive. If you do not have a current membership, dues are a 
mere $10 a year, and can be purchased at the meeting or by submitting the form on page six of the 
Gazette. If you have community concerns and can not make it to the AGM, I urge you to contact 
either me or our president Marc D’Hont by either phone or the community e-mail so that these 
issues can be discussed (see following page for contact information).  

Many of the trees in Meadowlark Park are now at the end of their lifecycles or nearing the end.  
Clint Beaton of the City Parks Department will be giving a special presentation on the 
NeighbourWoods tree program which will provide residents with new trees. This is a terrific 
opportunity to learn first hand about this exciting project  (see page 4 for more details). 

Wine and cheese will be served at the conclusion of business along with pastries (compliments of  
Weston Bakeries). There will be ample time for informal discussions and visiting with neighbors. 
To entice you to the meeting, we will be having a draw for one of my famous cheesecakes complete 
with a ceramic serving platter. Trust me, it will be worth it. 

May 31—Community Wide Garage Sale 

Having your own garage sale doesn’t attract a lot of customers, but a community-wide Garage and 
Yard Sale will draw a large crowd. We are planning such an event for Saturday May 31 from 9 AM 
to 4 PM.  This is your chance to rid yourself of all those odds and ends around the house that seem 
to reproduce all by themselves, and make a little money at the same time.  

We encourage everyone to participate as individual households or by pooling resources with 
neighbours. This is also a great opportunity to stroll around the community, meet your neighbours 
and pick up some treasures. Just ask Bill down the alley who acquired a lovely set of moose antlers 
from me at the last garage sale. Even the kids can get involved by setting up refreshment stands.  

The community association will pay for the advertising and we will create a map of  Meadowlark 
Park indicating all the houses taking part so there will be no costs to the residents who participate. 
If you do not have the inclination to have a sale at your house or at your neighbors, there will be a 
small number of tables available for rent in the basement of the hall. These will cost $20 each, and 
can be reserved in advance on a first come, first serve basis. 

If you do not want to participate in the sale at all, but would still like to get rid of stuff, you can 
donate items to the community table. Profits from donated items that are sold will be directed to the 
community and unsold donated items will be given to charity at the end of the sale.  

When you decide to participate, please e-mail me right away (gazette@meadowlark.org) or call 
(253 7944) so I can add your house to the map, reserve your table or arrange to have your donated 
items picked up.  

 

Annual General 
Meeting 

Monday May 5th 
7pm - 9pm 

Meadowlark Park 

www.meadowlarkpark.org 
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Community News and Updates 

The renovation of the kitchen in the community hall is completed, and 
it looks fabulous thanks to the dedication of  hall coordinator James 
McDonall and community president Marc D’Hont. 

The renovations to the main entrance have begun, and will likely be 
finished in 8 weeks if all goes according to schedule. The work will not 
interfere with the use of the facility. 

The hall accommodates many events ranging from lessons (Irish, 
ballroom and square dancing) to Kumon math classes to clothing sales. 
Hall rental fees for Meadowlark Park Community Association 
members are nominal, and it is a great location for birthday parties and 
anniversaries. See our website (www.meadowlarkpark.org) for more 
details about hall rentals. James also has a monthly calendar on the 
website that shows all upcoming events. 

The big snowfall and melt on April 10 caused water to seep into the 
basement of the community hall. James and Marc worked with RCC 
(Rocky Cross Construction) to repair the damage and make 
alternations so this will not happen again. A tremendous thank you to 
RCC for their prompt assistance in this mini-disaster. 

As most of you know, the potholes, dust and mud in the alley on the 
east side of the hall have been a problem for hall users and residents 
alike. The City has finally agreed to pave the lane along the length of 
the hall, and work will begin in the coming months. The staircase on 
the walkway that connects Malibu and Meadowview Road is in need of 
repairs, and the City has committed to addressing this issue as well. A 
huge thanks to Joanne Paulenko of the City who continues to 
effectively advocate for our community needs. 

Repairs and upgrades are a necessity to keep Meadowlark Park safe 
and inviting. If you notice issues around the neighborhood let us know, 
and we will pursue the matter. 

As most of you have probably noticed, the “no left turn” signs at 
Meadowview Road and 58 Ave have been removed. These signs were 
temporarily installed to deal with traffic issues resulting from the 
closure of 5th Street during the Glenmore/Elbow Drive/5th Street 
Exchange construction. We thank Jon Halford from the City 
Transportation Infrastructure for ensuring its prompt removal. 

The meadowlark bird sculptures have now been installed on the 
memorial monument located at the Milton Williams park on the south 
side of our community. The red brick on the monument was salvaged 
from the old Milton Williams School, and adds a touch of history to the 
memorial. When the landscaping is completed in the spring, this park 
will become a little peaceful oasis beside Glenmore Trail. Shelagh 
Gregory is to be commended for all her dedicated work on this project. 

The residual land to the east of the memorial park that is currently 
fenced off is destined to be turned into single family dwellings (R1). 

 Although the future housing site was used to store loam, stone and 
trees over the winter, crews have been busy removing this material as 
they use it to landscape the Glenmore exchange area. House 
construction on the site is not anticipated to begin until 2009, so the 
City will clean up the site and plant it with grass seed once the 
Glenmore landscaping is complete. We are looking forward to this area 
being reintegrated into the community. 

 

 

Meadowlark Park Community Association 
 

 Title  Name  Phone 

 President  Marc D’Hont  255 8272 

 Vice President  Karen Bassie  253 7944 

 Past President  John Frain  255 7288 

 Treasurer & Casino  Ida Hardstaff  259 4764 

 Secretary  Christine Franke  209 2566 

 Membership  Shirley Rinehart  255 8752 

 Social Director  Lia Morely  283 3199 

 Communications  James McDonall 255 8272 

 Blockwatch  Kari Grafton  265 4424 

 Director at Large  Al Hardstaff  259 4764 

 Community Hall  James McDonall  252 0737 

 Recreation  Position Vacant  

   
 

Meadowlark Park Community Hall   
 623 58th Ave SW  

Calgary, AB 
T2V 0H8 

Phone: 403.252.0737 

Website: www.meadowlarkpark.org 

General Email: info@meadowlarkpark.org 

Newsletter Email: gazette@meadowlarkpark.org 
 

 

Donations of  empty bottles 
and cans may be made at 
the back door of the 
community hall, and we 
greatly appreciate your 
contributions. Paper for 
recycling can be taken to 
the community recycle bin 
that is located at the 

Chinook Centre recycling depot. The money we 
receive from this recycling is used to purchase hall 
supplies. 
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My husband and I moved into Meadowlark Park in 1991. Most of our immediate neighbors 
were original residents whose families had grown up and left home. There were very few 
children in the neighbourhood, but over the last few years that has dramatically changed. 
No where is that more evident than at our wonderful, new playground that continually 
generates lively activity. It is a pleasure to see the many families enjoying this community 
resource. Once again, I must thank Lia Morley and all the volunteers who worked on this 
terrific project.  

The new permanent sign for the park will be installed as soon as spring thaw finally arrives. 
As you can see from the temporary sign at the west end of the park, the sponsors for this 
project were Rotary Club, Heritage Park, Chinook Centre, City of Calgary Parks, Park N 
Play Design and Alberta Lotteries.  

The Meadowlark Park Casino Night at the Elbow River Casino on March 13 was a great 
success due to the always hard working Ida Hardstaff and her volunteers. This great group 
of people have once again raised more funds for community renovations and improvements.  

On April 19, Ida organized an appreciation night for both the 
Casino volunteers and the volunteers who helped with the 
installation of our new park.  A dinner of barbequed beef, 
salads and cake was served. As you can see from the above 
photo, everyone had a terrific time including the many children 
in attendance. 

Ida deserves her own appreciation night! 

The Downside 

My parents were one of the first families to build their house in 
Windsor Park, and they still live there. When I was a child, 
Meadowview Road truly was a meadow view so I have 
witnessed a lot of change in our neighbourhood. I love living in 
Meadowlark Park. I have terrific neighbours. Despite the 
occasionally shop lifters who have tried to out run the mall 
security through our yard, we have had very little concerns or 
problems. Unfortunately, some unpleasant events do happen 
and once again our community hall and private property have 
been subject to vandalism. Due to the diligent observation of 
community members, the situation was minimized. 

Lets all keep alert, and report any suspicious activities. The 
police do respond, and the system does work. 
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Spring Plant Exchange 

I am an avid gardener and quite frequently I change, move or 
divide my perennial plants, shrubs and trees. I know that other 
members of the community do as well. While I usually share 
my plant divisions with my neighbors, we occasionally have to 
just throw away the extra plants because we have no space. 
Renovations, which are becoming a common occurrence in 
our neighborhood, often result in the destruction of plants as 
well. 

I would like to propose a plant exchange and rescue for the 
coming season.  If you are interested in either obtaining or 
getting rid of plants or seeds please contact me (253 7944) or 
email me at gazette@meadowlark.org and I will try to assist 
you. 

If you are new to gardening, I am always available for advice, 
and have a host of good plant books you are welcome to 
borrow.  

Rain Barrels 

The City of Calgary is hosting its annual rain barrel sale on 
Saturday April 26 from 9 to 11 a.m. Barrels are only $70 each, 
and include two taps and a screened hole for the downspout. If 
you miss the sale, you can also purchase them later. See 
www.calgary.ca for more details. 

Neighbourhood Bird Sightings 

Spring brings a host of migratory birds back to our 
neighbourhood. Despite the snow of April, I have already seen 
a plover down at the Milton Williams park, and of course, 
dozens of robins. Merlins are small falcons, and our resident 
merlin continues to dip and dive around the central park as he 
snatches his prey in midflight. Take a morning or evening 
stroll around the park, it is amazing to see. 

Spring is a time of great stress for birds as they hunt for food 
for their newly hatched offspring. Putting out a feeder at this 
time of year will dramatically increase the survival rate of the 
young, and you will greatly enjoy the bird visits to your yard. 

A bird bath is also a great feature for a yard and will attract 
butterflies as well. If you have seen any unusual birds, let me 
know so that I can include the sighting in the next newsletter. 

 

New Trees for Meadowlark Park 

Due to the prolonged drought conditions in Calgary over the last 
few years, many of the old birch trees on our boulevards are 
either dead or nearly dead. These trees have always struggled to 
survive because they are not particularly well suited for our 
climate. Our elms are also endangered. As noted in the 
announcement for the Annual General Meeting, Clint Beaton 
will be giving a presentation on the NeighbourWoods Program 
during the meeting. We as a community have a terrific 
opportunity through this program to renew the dying and dead 
trees on the city boulevards that border our houses.  

Through the NeighbourWoods program, the City will provide 
hardy replacement trees such as American elm, bur oak, green 
ash, trembling aspen, hawthorn, crabapple, Amur cherry, 
Shubert chokecherry, mountain pine and Colorado blue spruce. 
In exchange, residents simply have to agree to water the trees on 
regular basis using a water bag system. You can see these kinds 
of water bags on the new trees in our central park, and all you 
have to do is fill them up with your garden hose once a week 
during the growing season. There is a nominal charge for the 
water bag ($30), but the return will be beautiful, diverse trees 
that will enhance our properties and our community as a whole.  

The city will remove old trees, dig the planting hole and deliver 
the tree. Even if you can not manage the planting and watering 
schedule yourself (especially our senior community members), 
volunteers will be able to assist you. 

Over the next few weeks, we will be forming a committee to 
oversee this project, and we will keep you updated through the 
newsletter. Please try to attend the Annual General Meeting on 
May 5th to see Clint’s presentation. Lets make this project 
work! 
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Family Fair 

Calgary’s Child Magazine comes to life at the Olympic Oval on May 3, 2008 at our 7th 
annual Free Family Fun Fair. Meet the experts in summer camps, extracurricular 
programming, birthday parties, parenting support, resources and more. There will be tons 
of hands on fun including bounce houses, face painting, petting zoo, and more. This is the 
interactive-family event of the year. And best of all, it’s free. For more information go to 
www.calgaryschild.com. 

Health Care 

On Tuesday, April 1, 2008, the new Sheldon M. 
Chumir Health Centre located at 1213, 4 Street 
SW opened Phase One to meet the urgent care 
needs of Calgary’s inner city community. The 
Centre will also provide a variety of community
-based programs and clinics that serve those 
who work, visit and live downtown. 

The first services to be available were urgent 
care services relocated from the former 8th and 
8th Health Centre. These urgent care services 
have been expanded to serve more patients and 
are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Other services opening at the Sheldon M. 
Chumir Health Centre on April 1 include 
diagnostic imaging, Calgary Laboratory 
Services and Safeworks. Additional services 
such as: Mental Health, Sexual and 
Reproductive Health, Community Accessible 
Rehabilitation, the Elbow River Healing Lodge 
and many others, will continue to open at the 
Centre in phases throughout 2008. 

South Health Campus 

Construction on the site of the new South Health Campus is 
proceeding on time. Construction infrastructure has been 
established for the project with four of the largest cranes in 
North America located now on the site. They will remain in 
place for the duration of the project.   

This is a large and complex project and one of the few hospitals 
currently being built in Canada. Those interested in the project 
regardless of their location are encouraged to observe the 
construction progress at the site through the real-time camera 
the Region has set up for this purpose. To view the webcam 
visit: www.shccamera.com. 
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Meadowlark Park House Prices 

The current listing of houses for sale in Meadowlark Park show a 
range of prices from $384,000 to $640,000 with some renovations 
listed in the seven figures. Our neighbours recently completed a 
beautiful renovation of their house, and it started me thinking 
about housing prices, specifically replacement costs.  

I phoned our insurance agent to inquire if we had enough coverage 
to rebuild our house if we had a fire. Using an industry standard 
calculation, she told me that we needed to triple our current 
coverage due to the high cost of construction in Calgary. That was 
alarming, but it would have been a bigger shock had we had a fire 
without adequate coverage. If you haven’t review your policy 
lately, it is good idea to do so. 

Meadowlark Park Community Association 
2008 Membership Form 

New Member:_____ Renewal:_____ 
 
Name:__________________________________ 
Address:________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
Phone Number optional):___________________ 
Email (optional)__________________________ 
 
Drop off form at the community hall or mail to: 
Meadowlark Park Community Association 
Attention: Membership 
623 58 Ave S.W. 
Calgary 
T2V 0H8 

21st Annual Senior’s Resource Fair 

Calgary Chapter Alberta Association on Gerontology  invites 
you to its annual fair. 

Saturday May 31, 2008 
9:30 am – 2:30 pm 
Calgary Municipal Building Atrium (City Hall) 
800 Macleod Trail SE 

FREE Admission to the Public. 
Entertainment, give aways, information sessions. 
Visit more than 100 exhibitors whose focus is on the services, 
products, care and support available to help Calgary and area 
seniors lead happy, healthy, active and independent lives! 

For additional information contact: Email: Fair@ccaag.com  
or call (403) 618-2227. 

Seniors’ Housing Forum 

Calgary Seniors’ Housing Forum Society invites you its 
annual forum: 

Saturday, May 10th, 10 am to 3pm. 
Mount Royal College 
 Ron Glen Hall 
 Centre for Continuous Learning 
4825 Mount Royal Gate 

Get information on seniors’ housing options, community support and 
resources. For more information call Shirley 705-3230 or email 
ShirleyR@kerbycentre.com. 

Community Welcome Wagon 

If you have a new neighbour, please contact me (Karen Bassie 
253 7944) so that we can properly welcome them to the 
community. New residents are given a complimentary 
community membership for the current year. If you are a new 
resident, I would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you 
and bring you your community membership. Give me a call. 
For community members who have not had an opportunity to 
buy or renew their memberships, simply fill out the form 
below and mail or drop it off at the community center. 
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Lee Richardson, MP 

Continued Strong Leadership for Canada… 
 
Under the leadership of Prime Minister Stephen Harper, Canada is playing a stronger, more substantial role 
on the world stage. While other countries are struggling due to global economic instability, Canada 
continues to have a sound economy. Prudent fiscal management by our government will ensure this remains 
the case. 

Our government also continues to deliver leadership on the domestic front.  In recent months we have: 

• Forged a new consensus on the Mission in Afghanistan; 
• Passed the Tackling Violent Crime Act, that punishes gun criminals, impaired drivers and repeat violent and sexual offenders with 

tougher mandatory sentences; 
• Passed Budget 2008, a prudent and responsible budget that will keep Canada on a strong economic footing, reducing debt while 

making it easier than ever for Canadians to save more of what they earn and; 
• Partnered with the Alberta Government to help retrain workers in struggling single industry communities; improve Calgary transit 

and recruit 2500 new police officers across the country. 

I am proud of the work that our government is doing and the results we are delivering for Canadians. I welcome your comments. 

Contact us…Our address is: suite 105, 1410 11th Ave SW Calgary, T3C 0M8 or phone (403) 244-1880. Our e-mail address is 
Richardson.L@parl.gc.ca. 

Disclaimer 

The opinions expressed within any published article, report or submission are those of the author and should not be considered to be those of the 
community association. Additionally, the information contained in this newsletter is believed to be accurate, but is not warranted to be so. 

The community association gratefully acknowledges the support of the vendors and businesses who have advertised in this newsletter. While we 
cannot specifically endorse the vendors or their products, please be sure to give these valued organizations due consideration the next time you have 
need of goods or services.  

Brian Pincott - Alderman. 

Transportation remains a flashpoint and an area that we all are spending a lot of time on. Whether we are 
stuck in traffic, waiting for a bus, going for a walk in our neighbourhood or riding our bike to work, we are 
all affected by the cities transportation options and choices every day. It is something that The City of 
Calgary works on improving on a continual basis. 

To that end there are numerous traffic studies occurring and more added to the queue each week. Whenever 
we encounter a trouble spot in a neighbourhood or on a street, we immediately look at traffic studies and 
look for traffic solutions. Notable in the studies ongoing now is the CFB West Mobility Study. This study 
is important for a couple of reasons. First, it is the broadest study undertaken around transportation. 
Generally, a study looks at a relatively small area adjacent to a proposed development. This study is very 
broad, encompassing more than three communities. The second is that it isn’t strictly a traffic study, being 
a mobility study it is encompassing not only car traffic, but also transit as well as pedestrian and bike 
travel. It is very much a step in the right direction in how we need to look at transportation in our city. 

Key to these studies is community involvement. The CFB West study has had three public open houses to date to gather information 
and feedback from residents. As well, there was a committee struck that tried to encompass a broad range of interests around the 
table. The work team has done all possible to gather up community concerns and work towards solutions. This, however, is always 
dependent on the information they receive from you. So, whether on the CFB West Mobility Study, or on a mobility study coming to 
a neighbourhood near you, I encourage you to be involved, to let the planners and teams know your concerns and your thoughts. 
And, as always, the earlier the better! 

My office is very much kept informed of the progress of these studies and all proposals are presented to us for feedback and 
comment. What I am looking for in these studies, no matter where they are, are solutions which encompass the full range of 
transportation choices. I am looking for ways to make our communities more livable through connectivity and diversity.  

P.O. Box 2100, Station M 
Calgary, Alberta Canada T2P 2M5 
Phone No.: (403) 268-2430 
Executive Assistant's phone No.: (403) 268-2430 
Fax No.: (403) 268-8091 
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