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Sept - Oct 2010 

Community Hall Open House and Halloween Party 

The renovations on the Meadowlark Park Community Association Hall have now been completed. 
New walls, flooring, lighting and insulation have been installed. To inaugurate our new building, 
there will be an open house and Halloween Party on Sunday, October 31th from 1-5 pm.  

The entire community is invited to attend this free event (as in past years there will be a bin for 
donations to the food bank).  

There will be games, entertainment, refreshments and Halloween treats. A magician will perform 
amazing tricks for the kids. Prizes will be awarded for best kid and adult costumes so start planning 
your attire now. 

Come out and see all the little spooks and goblins, and experience the wonderful new décor of the 
community hall. 

If anyone is interested in volunteering to help with this event, please call our new Social Director 
Nora Bouz at  403 875 5857.  In particular, we need help assembling the haunted house. 

October is Membership Month 

During the month of October, volunteers will be coming door to door selling community association 
memberships. The cost is still only $10.  Please support the association by purchasing a membership. 
Community Association members receive reduced rates for renting the community hall.  

If you are interested in helping with the membership drive, please call our new Membership Director 
Verna Leask at 403 258 3169. 

Graffiti Patrol 

The City of Calgary has provided the community association with paint to combat the growing graffiti 
problem on the metal lamp posts in our neighbourhood. On September 11, the community anti-graffiti 
team repainted all of the vandalized lamp posts.  

Most of the graffiti can be removed with paint thinners (Varsol) if it is still relatively fresh. If you see 
new graffiti and you have paint thinners in your garage, I urge you to take a few moments and simply 
wipe the graffiti off. Graffiti attracts more graffiti.  

If you see anyone painting graffiti in the neighbourhood, call the police immediately (use 911). 

Memorial Park 

Due to the drug and drinking problems associated with the park on the southeast corner of the 
community, the police have started a regular patrol down the alley adjacent to the park. Hopefully, 
their patrols will deter this unsavory activity.  

If you are using the park and see criminal activity, please contact the police immediately  (use 911).  

www.meadowlarkpark.org 

Editor: Karen Bassie 

Sponsors 
The community association gratefully acknowledges the support of the vendors and businesses who 
have advertised in this newsletter. While we cannot specifically endorse the vendors or their products, 
please be sure to give these valued organizations due consideration the next time you have need of 
goods or services.  
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Meadowlark Park Community Association 
 

 Title  Name  Phone 

 President  Marc D’Hont  403 255 8272 

 Vice President  Karen Bassie  403 253 7944 

 Treasurer & Casino  Ida Hardstaff  403 259 4764 

 Secretary  Christine Franke  403 209 2566 

Community Hall James McDonall 403 252 0737 

 Membership  Verna Leask  403 258 3169 

 Social Director  Nora Bouz 403 454 3764  

 Website James McDonall 403 255 8272 

Block Watch Jenny Williams 403 470 7771 

 Director at Large  Al Hardstaff  403 259 4764 

    

Meadowlark Park Community Hall   
 623 58th Ave SW  

Calgary, AB 
T2V 0H8 

 Phone:  403.252.0737 

 Website:  www.meadowlarkpark.org 
 General Email: 

  info@meadowlarkpark.org 
 Newsletter Email: 

 gazette@meadowlarkpark.org 
 

Crime Reporting 

If the crime is in progress call 9-1-1. 
Alternatively you can call the police non-emergency 
number at 403-266-1234. 

Police Community Liaison Officer 

Our police station is: 
District 6 Zone 1 
8325 Bonaventure Dr SE 

Our Police Community Liaison Officer is: 
Constable Travis Flathers 
403-567-6600 

Calgary Community Block Watch Council 

Join Block Watch today. Phone 403 509-2565 or go to 
www.calgaryblockwatch.com 

 

Community News 

We extend our sincere thanks to Shirley Rinehart who has recently 
stepped down as the Membership Director.  Shirley has worked 
tirelessly at this job for many years, and we greatly appreciate her 
efforts. Verna Leask has graciously volunteered to take over Shirley’s 
role, and we warmly welcome Verna to the board.  

We also welcome new community member Nora Bouz who has become 
our Social Director. This position has been vacant for a number of years, 
and now that the renovations on the community hall have been 
complete, we are looking forward to many new events and activities. 

Block Watch Evening 

On Monday November 8th, please come out for a Crime Prevention 
Evening at the community hall. From 6:30 to 7:30, you can learn more 
about how Calgary Blockwatch works and hear safety tips from Andreas 
Brunthaler, the Calgary Blockwatch program coordinator. Refreshments 
will be served. 

Please contact Jenny Williams at either cjennysmith@shaw.ca or 403-
470-7771 with your main concerns and what you would like covered 
during the evening.   

The Blockwatch brochure is enclosed in this community newsletter. If 
you are interested in signing up for Block Watch, visit 
www.calgaryblockwatch.com.  

Mail box removal 

Canada Post has removed the mail box that was located at 61th Ave and 
the central park. If you want this box returned, please contact Canada 
Post and voice your opinion on its removal. 
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Police and Community Telephone System 

The Calgary Police Service strongly encourages residents to take full advantage of a unique crime fighting tool. Turn your telephone 
into a crime prevention tool and receive police messages through PACT. The Police and Community Telephone System (PACT) is a 
free telephone information service that works by automatically calling residents in Calgary and rural areas who subscribe, and 
playing recorded messages from the police. 

PACT alerts you to important situations such as criminal acts or requests for public assistance in cases such as missing children and 
other occurrences that require your attention. PACT calls between 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. If you are unavailable, the system leaves a 
message on most answering machines, or your number may be redialed after the other homes in your area have been contacted. 

The information you receive from PACT can help protect your family and home and assist the police in protecting your community. 
PACT works by improving communications between police and the community. It is an initiative of Block Watch, sponsored by 
EnCana Corporation, operated by the Calgary Police Service, and supported by the Federation of Calgary Communitiies. 

The success of PACT depends on your participation in this proven and powerful program. Plus it doesn’t cost a penny to protect 
yourself with PACT. 

You can register one of three ways: 

1. call 645-2990 and clearly state your name, address, and telephone number on the answering machine. 

2. Cut out the form on the back of the PACT brochure, fill out the required information and mail it to the Crime Prevention Unit 
(address provided on form) 

3. Go to www.calgarypolice.ca and follow the link under “Sections & Units” menu, and the “Crime Prevention Unit” and 
“PACT”. 

If you require further information about PACT call the Calgary Police Service Crime Prevention Unit at 403-206-8146. 

Cst. Travis Flathers 
Calgary Police Service 

Pol3658@calgarypolice.ca 
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The Importance of Reporting Crime 

The Calgary Police Service urges the public to report crimes in 
their neighborhoods. This includes crimes such as vandalism, 
minor thefts out of the yard or even someone rummaging 
through an unlocked vehicle.  

These instances may not seem worth the time to wait on the 
phone or go the Calgary Police On-Line Reporting website, but 
there are very good reasons for taking the time to do this.  

Each Calgary Police district has a full time analyst who 
continually compiles the emerging trends in criminal activity. 
If the crimes are not reported our analysts cannot discover the 
trends. 

Each community has a Community Liaison Officer who works 
with all of the officers in the district to develop crime fighting 
strategies to target emerging trends in a timely and efficient 
manner. 

If the crime goes unreported there is a greater chance the 
culprits(s) will continue their offenses. For example, if the 
offenders don’t see police in the neighbourhood after they have 
broke into a vehicle or stolen something they will assume the 
victim does not care and continue to target them. 

By reporting a crime, it helps instill pride in your community. 

To report crime: 

CRIME IN PROGRESS:  911 

LATE REPORTING CRIME:  403 266 1234 

On-Line Reporting :  go to www.calgarypolice.ca, and click 
on “Citizen Online Police Report System.”  

If you are unsure you can contact you local police station or 
Community Liaison Officer: 

Calgary Police Service district 6 
8325 Bonaventure Drive S.E. 
403 567 6600  

Civic Election Day is October 18 

Regular election day voting stations are open from 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m. 

A 2010 Guide to the City of Calgary General Election will 
be delivered by Canada Post to every household in Calgary 
the week of October 4th to 8th.  

This guide will contain a Ward map and information 
regarding the location of your Voting Station for the Voting 
Subdivision where you live. 

A list of regular voting stations will be available on the City 
website on September 20. A list of candidates will be 
available on September 21. 

On election day, Calgarians will elect the following positions 
for the 2010 to 2013 term: 

Mayor -- elected city-wide 

14 Aldermen -- 1 elected per ward 

7 Calgary Public School Board Trustees -- per 2 city wards 

7 Calgary Catholic School Board Trustees -- per 2 city wards 

Meadowlark Park is in Ward 11. 

At the time that the newsletter went to press, the Ward 
11 candidates in alphabetic order were: 

Wayne Frisch 
James Maxim 
Ernest McCutcheon 
Brian Pincott 

Voter turnout for recent City of Calgary elections has been 
remarkably low, ranging from 20 to 33%. “The right to vote 
is a fundamental democratic right that is protected by the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. It is the 
cornerstone of democracy.” (Elections Canada). Get out and 
vote (the editor). 

September Night Sky 

During September, the night sky is dominated by Jupiter 
which rises at dusk, reaches opposition on the 21st, and 
shines at its brightest since 1963. The fall equinox will 
happened on September 22.  

The first full moon after the equinox is called the Harvest 
Moon, and this year it occurs on September 23.  
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Chinook Optical 
���������	����������	����������	����������	� BFA,MeDes (ID) 

Owner/Licensed Optician 
 

Britannia Shopping Plaza 
813 - 49th Ave. S.W. 

T2S 1G8 
Telephone (403) 252 1961 

Fax (403) 253 1412 

Speaker Series 

Each month, the Friends of Fish Creek host guest speakers on a variety of topics relevant to the Park and the Calgary community.  

Presentations will take place at the Fish Creek Environmental Learning Centre 
13931 Woodpath Rd. SW 
Shannon Terrace Area 
Fish Creek Provincial Park 
 (Access via 37th St. SW at 130th Ave. SW). 

These events are free for Friends’ members and $5.00 for non-members. Because of the interest in the Speaker's Series program, 
patrons are now asked to register for each presentation by contacting the Friends at 403-238-3841 or chris@friendsoffishcreek.org. 

Butterfly Gardening and Hibernation  
Thursday, September 23, 2010 
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Presented by Lindsay Watkinson 
Master Gardener & Horticultural Therapist 

Butterflies are one of the most elegant and beautiful insects in Fish Creek Provincial Park. Which native plants keep butterflies 
coming back year after year? If you enjoy gardening and would like to attract butterflies to your garden, come and learn which native 
and non-native plants to include in your flower beds, and learn about what happens to Alberta’s butterflies during the winter months. 

Alberta's Natural Grasslands: At a Turning Point  

Thursday, October 28, 2010 
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Presented by Francois Blouin 
MULTISAR Coordinator & Wildlife Biologist 

A large section of Fish Creek Provincial Park is comprised of grasslands, which contain healthy and diverse wildlife populations. 
Grasslands form one of the least understood, least appreciated, and most-threatened ecological communities in the world.  In addition 
to the surprising arrangement of landscapes and vistas that natural grasslands offer, they also provide a home to a diverse array of 
plants and animals. With an increasing population and global economy, Alberta’s grassland species are becoming increasingly 
dependent on sustainable ranching practices and appropriate habitat protection and stewardship. In Canada only about 25% of the 
Prairie grasslands remain in a relatively natural condition. Come learn about Alberta’s temperate grasslands and grassland species, 
and how MULTISAR works with ranchers to ensure that this magnificent ecosystem continues to benefit the diverse grassland 
species found in this area. 
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A Message from Brian Pincott - Alderman 

I know, I know. How can something end when it never happened to begin with? Fall is almost upon 
us, and all I can say is that we better have a peach of a winter. I think we’ve earned it. 

Let me start off by asking all the drivers out there to exercise a little more caution now that schools 
are back in session. There are a lot of young people on our City streets, and some are still learning the 
rules of the road. Make sure you pay special attention to school zone speed limits, and if you have a 
cell phone, turn it off while you’re behind the wheel. Heading back to school is seldom a joyous 
occasion for kids, but let’s make sure they get there safely. 

Unfortunately, the kids aren’t the only ones with work to do. As the temperature begins to dip, and 
those pesky leaves start to cover the lawn, many of us will begrudgingly take the rake out of the 
garage to do the fall cleanup.  I want to remind everyone that the City of Calgary does run a Leaf & 
Pumpkin Composting Program, usually from early October to mid November. Residents can bag up 
their leaves and pumpkins, and drop them off at specially marked “Leaf and Pumpkin” drop-off 
locations throughout the city. Check the City of Calgary’s website (www.calgary.ca) for drop off 
locations. 

I’d like to remind everyone that we have a new farmer’s market. The Kingsland Farmers Market is located on Macleod Trail at 78th 
Ave., and has really gotten off to a great start. The vendors have been operating outside in a traditional market fashion since June, 
but they are scheduled to move indoors by the end of October. If you haven’t had a chance to stop in and have a look around, I would 
encourage you to do so. I have always supported farmers markets because of the connectivity they bring to a neighbourhood, and I 
know Kingsland is really pleased to have this market in their community. Thanks to everyone who helped make this new location 
possible and best of luck to all the vendors. 

To anyone who frequently uses Elbow Drive, thank you for your patience. The refurbishment of Elbow Drive is moving along and 
should be completed by the end of the year. Despite the headaches that road construction inevitably causes, I am pleased the funding 
was available for this project. The first order of business for Council this fall will be to have a good hard look at the City’s budget, 
and it will be difficult to upgrade infrastructure as we try to maintain the City’s level of service while reducing expenditures. The 
reconstruction of Elbow Drive will extend its lifespan long into the future, and will bring with it pedestrian improvements that we 
will appreciate. It brings taxpayers good value for their money. 

I am currently receiving weekly progress updates on Elbow Drive. If you would like to receive these as well, please contact my 
office at WARD11@calgary.ca. I’ll add you to my update list, and make sure you have the same information that I have. 

Finally, just in case you aren’t aware, there is a Civic Election coming up on October 18th. I’d like to take this opportunity to 
encourage everyone to get out and vote. Calgary is a major city in Canada, and there are many important decisions that we need to 
make to ensure our City stays strong and vibrant. Make sure you exercise your right to have a say in who makes those decisions. If 
you have any questions about how to vote, what electoral boundary you live within or anything else related to the election, you can 
consult the City’s website (www.calgary.ca) or contact Election and Information Services at 403-476-4100. 

That’s all for now! Thanks for reading, and be sure to drop me a line if there’s a city related issue you think I can help you with. 

Sincerely, 
Brian Pincott 
Councillor, Ward 11 

UJAMAA GRANDMAS 
BAGS, BABIES & BEYOND 

Support Grandmas helping African Grandmas at a unique 
Handcraft Sale, Friday, October 15-4:00 pm - 8:00 pm, & 
Saturday, October 16, 9:00 am - 2:30 pm.  

Handcrafted purses, accessories, baby and toddler items, pet 
accessories, & much , much, more! South Calgary Community 
Assoc.  3130 - 16 St. S.W. (Marda Loop) 

Information: 403-931-3539 or ujamaa grandmas@platinum.ca   
All proceeds go to the Stephen Lewis Foundation's 
Grandmothers To Grandmothers Campaign. 

Disclaimer The opinions expressed within any published article, report or submission are those of the author and should not be 
considered to be those of the community association. Additionally, the information contained in this newsletter is believed to be 
accurate, but is not warranted to be so. 
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