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February 2010 

Ward 11 Meeting 

On February 24, I attended the meeting of the presidents of the 
Ward 11 community associations hosted by our alderman Brian 
Pincott. It was an informative evening filled with discussion 
regarding developments in Ward 11. Some of the topics discussed 
included snow and ice removal, the installation of microwave 
towers, establishment of new off leash dog areas, and the 
development of the transmission land that borders 50 Ave between 
Sandy Beach and Macleod Trail. Some of these issues will be 
reviewed at the Annual General Meeting of the Meadowlark Park 
Community Association which will be held this year on Monday, May 3.  

Graffiti Clean-up 

We will be coordinating with Alderman Pincott and the City regarding the cleanup of graffiti in the 
neighborhood this spring. They will provide us with the supplies. We need volunteers to help with the 
repainting. If you can help with the clean-up, please call me at 403 253 7944 or contact me at 
gazette@meadowlarkpark.org. 

Volunteers Required For Chinook Police Station 

The Calgary Police Service still needs volunteer help at its Community Police Station in Chinook 
Centre. The office consists of a duty Officer and otherwise is staffed by volunteers who give 
directions, write up reports on minor traffic collisions, vandalism and thefts. Shifts are just four hours 
long and the office is open seven days per week. No experience is necessary as training is provided. If 
you can spare the time to volunteer for this important work or if you would like more information call 
Al Hardstaff at 403 259-4764. 

Spring Garage Sale 
We will be holding our third annual community-wide garage sale on Saturday May 15 from 9am to 4 
pm. We encourage everyone to participate as individual households or by pooling resources with 
neighbours. This is also a great opportunity to stroll around the community, meet your neighbours and 
pick up some treasures. 

As we did last year, the community association will pay for the advertising and we will create a map 
of Meadowlark Park indicating all the houses taking part so there will be no costs to the residents who 
participate.  

To encourage everyone to participate, we are also going to have another treasure hunt on this day. As 
you might recall, last year’s reward was a $100 gift certificate from Chinook Shopping Centre. Clues 
to the treasure’s location will be included in the April and May newsletters. Mark your calendar 
Watson, the game is afoot! 

The Sky 

This month Saturn is the brightest celestial body in the east at sunset while Mars outshines every star 
except Sirius. Venus returns during the last week of the month, quite low in the western sky after 
sunset. Spring arrives with the vernal equinox on March 20 at 1:32 p.m. Its time to put out the bird 
houses and start your spring cleaning.  

www.meadowlarkpark.org 

Editor: Karen Bassie 

Annual 
General 
Meeting 

Monday May 3th 
7pm - 9pm 
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Meadowlark Park Community Association 
 

 Title  Name  Phone 

 President  Marc D’Hont  403 255 8272 

 Vice President  Karen Bassie  403 253 7944 

 Treasurer & Casino  Ida Hardstaff  403 259 4764 

 Secretary  Christine Franke  403 209 2566 

Community Hall James McDonall 403 252 0737 

 Membership  Shirley Rinehart  403 255 8752 

 Social Director  vacant  

 Website James McDonall 403 255 8272 

Director at Large Kari Grafton  403 265 4424 

 Director at Large  Al Hardstaff  403 259 4764 

 Block Watch Jenny Williams 403 470 7771 

Meadowlark Park Community Hall   
 623 58th Ave SW  

Calgary, AB 
T2V 0H8 

 Phone:  403.252.0737 
 Website:  www.meadowlarkpark.org 
 General Email: 

  info@meadowlarkpark.org 
 Newsletter Email: 

 gazette@meadowlarkpark.org 
 

Crime Reporting 

If the crime is in progress call 9-1-1. 
Alternatively you can call the police non-
emergency number at 403-266-1234. 

Police Community Liaison Officer 

Our police station is: 
District 6 Zone 1 
8325 Bonaventure Dr SE 

Our Police Community Liaison Officer is: 
Constable Travis Flathers 
403-567-6600 

Calgary Community Block Watch 
Council 

Join Block Watch today. Phone 403 509-2565 
or go to www.calgaryblockwatch.com 

 

Windsor Park Community Association presents a free three 
part environment series to help you save water, improve your 
garden and reduce waste. 

Location: Windsor Park Community Centre, 5304 6th Street SW 

Wednesday March 24th, 7-9 pm 
Drop, Peak, Repair: leak repairs for dummies! 

Learn how to detect your own household leaks and make simple money 
saving repairs. Join a City of Calgary Water Educator and gain hands on 
experience so you can fix your own simple toilet and faucet leaks. 
Register by March 19th. 

Wednesday April 21st, 7-9pm 
Become an Outdoor Hero: Water Wise Gardening made easy 

Create your own beautiful outdoor space and learn how to save time, 
money and water with these easy gardening tricks. Free plant lists and 
sample garden plans will be provided. Register by April 16th. 

Wednesday May 19th, 7-9pm 
Recycling in Calgary – Beyond the Blue Cart  

Learn ways to reduce the amount of garbage you produce, through 
purchasing decisions, grass cycling, composting, and recycling. Watch a 
video showing how recycling is sorted at the Materials Recovery 
Facility.  Find out more about the average Calgarian’s weekly garbage, 
how our city’s landfills work, and why it’s so important to reduce our 
waste. Register by May 14th. 

Registration and Information:   Diana Zinter at (403) 668-1239 or 
email sunspace@shaw.ca When you register, please indicate which 
workshops you plan to attend. 

 

Chinook Optical 
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Owner/Licensed Optician 
 

Britannia Shopping Plaza 
813 - 49th Ave. S.W. 

T2S 1G8 
Telephone (403) 252 1961 

Fax (403) 253 1412 
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Calgary Humane Society 

Does your child’s head turn when an animal enters the room? 
The Calgary Humane Society realizes the innate connection 
we all have with animals.  From our younger years we are 
bombarded by images, stories and experiences with our 
fuzzy and not so fuzzy friends.  

Realizing our connection with these beings the Calgary 
Humane Society Humane Education department would like 
to present Fuzzy Friends, a program designed for parents and 
caregivers of tots who love animals. 

Fuzzy Friends is a 10-week two-hour program aimed at 
engaging children between the ages of 3-5 years in animal 
related activities. 

Under parental supervision our two hour sessions are full of 
animal related games, crafts and songs with a different 
animal focus for each week. Help your child learn the basics 
in becoming a responsible pet owner.   

We are currently looking for interested parents and 
caregivers to join our next session.  

If you are interested in booking a spot please contact the 
Humane Education department at (403) 205-4455 ext 6544 
or email educator@calgaryhumane.ca  

Calgary Human Society 
4455 110th AVE SE,  
Calgary, Alberta T2C 2T7  
Phone: 403-205-4455 
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Quilt Canada 2010 

April 26 – May 1, Telus Convention Centre 

Do you appreciate the artistry and handiwork that goes into a beautiful quilt?  
Are you a quilter yourself, or do you know someone who quilts?  Then you 
will surely enjoy Quilt Canada 2010 – a huge event coming to Calgary at the 
end of April.  Come on down to the Telus Convention Centre, and bring a 
friend! 

Quilt Canada is sponsored by the Canadian Quilters’ Association (CQA) and 
is hosted in different Canadian cities every two years.  The event features  a 
judged show, special quilting exhibits, a quilting fashion show, professional 
quilt appraisals, and an extensive merchant mall – and most importantly 
offers dozens of exciting quilting workshops taught by internationally known 
quilting instructors over four days. 
Workshops range from “Fantastic Fabric Faces” to “Beautifully Embellished 
Landscapes” to “Take Your Quilting to the Digital Realm”.  Many more 
workshop titles are available on the website www.canadianquilter.com – 
follow the links to CLASSES for a full description of every workshop;  then 
follow the links to REGISTRATION.  You can enroll as a day student, or for 
the full event.  Please register soon to reserve your spot! 

One of the special exhibits will be a showcase of antique vintage quilts with an Alberta connection – these will show a variety of 
quilting styles throughout Alberta’s history, up to Canada’s centennial year 1967.  If you think you have an heirloom quilt at home, 
bring it in to be appraised!  Quilt Canada offers a convenient opportunity to have a professional insurance appraisal done by certified 
quilt appraisers.  Find out how much your grandmother’s bedspread might be worth!  The Quilt Canada website provides details on 
how and when to have your quilt appraised. 

Day admission to the Showhalls is $15, or $25 for a three-day pass.  Additional fees apply to attend workshops.  A Professional 
Development Conference happens April 26-27, and the main show runs from Wednesday April 28 through Saturday May 1 at the 
Telus Convention Centre in downtown Calgary.  Showhalls open daily at 10am, and stay open late on Thursday until 9pm. 

For more information, please visit the website www.canadianquilter.com and click on Quilt Canada;  or email QC2010@shaw.ca. 

Minkha Sweater Sale 

The Minkha knitting cooperative in Cochabamba, Bolivia creates 
beautiful contemporary sweaters. The cooperative enables the 
Bolivian women of Cochabamba to become self-sufficient and to 
provide education and opportunity for their children.  

Minkha was initiated by and continues to be affiliated with Save 
the Children Canada. It is a Fair Trade enterprise which gives 
indigenous women a “hand up” by organizing sales in Calgary to 
market their hand knit alpaca and cotton sweaters, coats, ponchos, 
hats and scarves. Because it is volunteer supported, all profits from 
sales go directly to the women knitters in Bolivia, who are often 
the sole support of their families. 

Shop with a social conscience! Buy a Minkha hand knit designer 
quality alpaca or cotton sweater, while at the same time supporting 
an indigenous micro-industry.  Sweaters, coats, ponchos, hats and 
scarves will be available for direct sale. Prices range from $20 for 
a hat to $300 for a coat. 

Date: Saturday, March 13, 2010 
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Where: Varsity Community Hall 
4303 Varsity Drive, N.W.  
Calgary, Alberta T3A 0Z7 

Sales in Calgary are held in spring and fall. Watch for their next 
sale on September 18, 2010, Oakridge Community Centre. For 
more information, please go to www.minkhasweaters.com. 
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Friends of Fish Creek Provincial Park Society 

Speaker’s Series 2010 

Each month from January to November, the Friends of Fish 
Creek host guest speakers on a variety of topics relevant to the 
Park and the Calgary community.  

Presentations will take place at the Fish Creek Environmental 
Learning Centre, 13931 Woodpath Rd. SW, Shannon Terrace 
Area, West end of Fish Creek Provincial Park. (Access via 37th 
St. SW at 130th Ave. SW)  

From 7:00 pm (sharp) to 8:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm, so please come early). These events are free for Friends’ members and 
$5.00 for non-members. Because of the interest in the Speaker's Series program, patrons are asked to register for each presentation 
by contacting the Friends at 403-238-3841 or info@friendsoffishcreek.org.  

Thursday, March 25 - Amphibian Ecology and Diseases in the North West Territories 
Danna Schock, PhD Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Calgary 
Amphibians are integral components of food chains, linking aquatic and terrestrial 
ecosystems. They are also important indicators of ecological health and change since they require healthy ecosystems that include 
breeding areas (often ponds), foraging areas, and places for over-wintering. Unfortunately, amphibian populations are experiencing 
catastrophic declines as a result of habitat loss/degradation, commercial overharvest, and infectious diseases. Two pathogens 
implicated in amphibian declines – ranaviruses and chytrid fungus – are being studied in the Northwest Territories. The Canadian 
North is not necessarily the first place people think of when it comes to studying amphibians. However, the rapid rates of climate 
change and industrial development in the North create opportunities to use northern amphibian populations as a model to better 
understand disease dynamics. 
This presentation will introduce you to the ecology of these remarkable creatures, draw attention to the causes and consequences of 
global amphibian declines, and highlight recent findings from the ongoing research in the North. 
 
Thursday, April 29 - The Importance of Riparian Areas 
Kathryn Hull and Amanda Halawell, The Alberta Riparian Habitat Management Society 

 The Alberta Riparian Habitat Management Society (Cows and Fish) has been working with the agricultural community, and more 
recently with urban communities, on watershed issues for over 15 years. Cows and Fish is a partnership of concerned groups and 
agencies that have come together to foster a better understanding of how improvements in the management of riparian areas can 
enhance landscape health and productivity for the benefit of landowners and others who use and value these green zones. 

 Riparian areas are the green zones around lakes and wetlands, the emerald threads of vegetation that border rivers and streams, and 
the lush fringe in valleys. Riparian areas run through our lives, just as the water that forms them runs through our bodies. If you drink 
water, farm or ranch, have a lakeside cottage, fish, or watch birds, riparian areas are important to you. They make up a small portion 
of our landscape but are much more important to us than their small size would indicate. When riparian areas are healthy, they 
perform many ecological functions such as reducing flood damage by slowing water and reducing erosion, recharging aquifers, 
filtering pollutants from surface water runoff, and maintaining habitat for fish and wildlife. 

The City of Calgary recently partnered with Cows and Fish to assess the riparian health of its streams and rivers. Riparian health 
assessments help communities gain an appreciation of the health and function of riparian areas and provide a starting point for future 
plans and management decisions. Cows and Fish is also working with The City to increase awareness of the importance of riparian 
areas among Calgarians and to help build strategies for home owners along Calgary’s major waterways to protect and enhance 
riparian areas on their property���
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Editor’s Note: I can not tell you how disheartening it is to see children riding around our neighbourhood not wearing helmets 
while riding on bikes, scooters and skateboards. The concussions that can so easily occur from a fall can seriously effect your child’s 
future. Concussions are brain damage. Please make sure that your child wears a helmet. 
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Disclaimer The opinions expressed within any published article, report or submission are those of the author and should not be 
considered to be those of the community association. Additionally, the information contained in this newsletter is believed to be 
accurate, but is not warranted to be so. 

The community association gratefully acknowledges the support of the vendors and businesses who have advertised in this 
newsletter. While we cannot specifically endorse the vendors or their products, please be sure to give these valued organizations due 
consideration the next time you have need of goods or services.  

A Message from Brian Pincott - Alderman 

2010 is well underway and several initiatives in Ward 11 are moving forward too.  I wanted to take this 
opportunity to update you on a few of the things I have been working on over the last several months. 

Management/Design Plan for River Park| Sandy Beach | Britannia Slopes: 

This redevelopment plan is in the final stages and is scheduled to be reviewed by the Standing Policy 
Committee of Community and Protective Services (CSPS) on Wednesday, May 5th, 2010 at 9:30 am. 
Members of the public will be permitted to present their comments and concerns about the plan to the 
committee.  I encourage anyone seeking to have their input considered take advantage of this opportunity. 
Details about the plan can be found by visiting www.calgary.ca/parks , clicking on “Development & 
Construction” in the left-hand navigation menu and then selecting “River Park/ Sandy Beach/ Britannia 
Slopes” from the project list. 

Snow & Ice Control Program (SNIC): 

My Council colleagues and I have been looking at ways to address constituent concerns about the snow clearing in the city over the 
last few months. In the immediate term, there are several actions Council has taken, including the decision on January 18 to 
authorize further expenditures from a Municipal reserve to respond to residential requests, and the 2-year pilot project passed by 
Council in November 2009 to work with private contractors to do residential snow clearing. 

But, how do we handle next year’s snow? Or the year after that? Has our snow program kept pace with a growing city? Which parts 
of the program are working? Which aren’t? Should the program be augmented? How should it be augmented? By how much should 
it be augmented? In order to best answer these longer-term questions I recently put forward a Notice of Motion, I am pleased to say 
was supported by the majority of Council, to conduct a value for money audit on the Snow & Ice Control program. After which, I 
believe that Council and Administration will be in a stronger position to make solid decisions about improving the SNIC program in 
an effective way. In effect, cure the disease rather than just treat the symptom. 

Transportation in South West Calgary: 

Another recent Notice of Motion, that I am again pleased to report received the support of a majority of Council, involves conducting 
a functional study for a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). Travelling on 14 St SW – in a dedicated bus-way built where currently there is a 
median – then tying in to the shoulder-lane dedicated bus-ways on Crowchild Tr SW. Having dedicated bus-ways is the key to 
making this valuable transportation service work to move people into and out of the core and easing congestion along this heavily 
traveled corridor. 

For more information on these or other topics that interest you please contact my office or check out the Ward 11 website at 
www.ward11calgary.ca 

Sincerely, 
Brian Pincott 
Councillor, Ward 11 
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