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February 2010 

Graffiti Clean-up 

Last week, the lamp posts along Meadowview Road were defaced with graffiti. Given the cold 
weather, the paint had not completely dried when we discovered it. Consequently the task of 
removing these scrawls only required a quick rub down with a paper towel soaked in paint thinner.  

There is a considerable amount of old graffiti around the neighbourhood on both private and public 
property that simply never gets cleaned up. We are planning a community spring cleanup to eliminate 
these unsightly scrawls. We recognize that the problem will likely reappear, but we are determined to 
deal with this issue as many times as necessary.  

We need volunteers to help with the repainting. I think it is an excellent opportunity for teenagers in 
the neighbourhood to become involved in community affairs. If you or your children can help with 
the clean-up, please call me at 403 253 7944 or contact me at gazette@meadowlarkpark.org. 

Safety Concerns on Meadowview Road 

Following recent concerns about the speed of traffic on Meadowview Road adjacent to the park, we 
are investigating the possibility of installing speed bumps in this zone. If you have any opinion on this 
matter, please call me at 403 253 7944 or contact me at gazette@meadowlarkpark.org. 

Traffic Control 

An uncontrolled intersection is one that does not have stop or yield signs in any direction. We have 
been getting complaints that motorists are not following the rules of the road at uncontrolled 
intersections in the neighbourhood. The law states that you must give the right of way to the vehicle 
on your right. You can not breeze through an uncontrolled intersection without stopping. We do not 
want to install stop signs at these intersections, but if that is what it takes to improve the situation, we 
may have to consider this alternative. 

Volunteers Required For Chinook Police Station 

The Calgary Police Service has a Community Police Station in Chinook Centre on the West side 
facing Meadowlark Park. The office consists of a duty Officer and otherwise is staffed by volunteers 
who give directions, write up reports on minor traffic collisions, vandalism and thefts. Shifts are just 
four hours long and the office is open seven days per week. No experience is necessary as training is 
provided. If you can spare the time to volunteer for this important work or if you would like more 
information call Al Hardstaff at 403 259-4764. 

Ward 11 President’s Meeting 

On February 24, there will be a meeting of the presidents of the Ward 11 community associations and 
our alderman Brian Pincott to discuss community issues. I will be attending on behalf of our president 
Marc D’Hont. If you have any issues that you would like discussed at this meeting, please call me at 
403 253 7944 or contact me at gazette@meadowlarkpark.org. 

New Sponsor 

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to Minuteman Press for sponsoring the printing of 
our newsletter. They are located at 5809 MacLeod Trail. Check out their ad on the back page.  

www.meadowlarkpark.org 

Editor: Karen Bassie 
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Meadowlark Park Community Association 
 

 Title  Name  Phone 

 President  Marc D’Hont  403 255 8272 

 Vice President  Karen Bassie  403 253 7944 

 Treasurer & Casino  Ida Hardstaff  403 259 4764 

 Secretary  Christine Franke  403 209 2566 

Community Hall James McDonall 403 252 0737 

 Membership  Shirley Rinehart  403 255 8752 

 Social Director  vacant  

 Website James McDonall 403 255 8272 

Director at Large Kari Grafton  403 265 4424 

 Director at Large  Al Hardstaff  403 259 4764 

 Block Watch Jenny Williams 403 470 7771 

Meadowlark Park Community Hall   
 623 58th Ave SW  

Calgary, AB 
T2V 0H8 

 Phone:  403.252.0737 
 Website:  www.meadowlarkpark.org 
 General Email: 

  info@meadowlarkpark.org 
 Newsletter Email: 

 gazette@meadowlarkpark.org 
 

Crime Reporting 

If the crime is in progress call 9-1-1. 
Alternatively you can call the police non-
emergency number at 403-266-1234. 

Police Community Liaison Officer 

Our police station is: 
District 6 Zone 1 
8325 Bonaventure Dr SE 

Our Police Community Liaison Officer is: 
Constable Travis Flathers 
403-567-6600 

Calgary Community Block Watch 
Council 

Join Block Watch today. Phone 403 509-2565 
or go to www.calgaryblockwatch.com 

 

Events 

L’Arche Calgary and the Pastry Chef Guild of Alberta have teamed 
up to bring you two fabulous events on the same day showcasing cake 
and chocolate creations made by top local pastry professionals and 
talented novices. 

The Lindt Chocolate Competition was first introduced by the Pastry 
Chef Guild of Alberta in February 2002 and is held bi-annually. 
Professional chefs, pastry chefs, and novices such as hobbyists and 
students are invited to compete and test their ability to create fabulous 
and flavourful designs using Lindt chocolate as the main ingredient. The 
L’Arche Calgary Cake  

Walk features out-of-this-world cakes, children’s games and live 
entertainment. 

This event will take place on Sunday, March 14th from 12 pm to 3:30 
pm at the SAIT campus. 

For further information see the L’Arche Calguary website 
(www.larchecalgary.org) or the Pastry Chef Guild of Alberta website 

Alberta Wilderness 
Association Talks for 
March 

Talks begin at 7pm  
 455 - 12th Street S.W. 

March 7: Do You Brake for 
Rattlesnakes? 

Particularly susceptible to being killed by traffic on roads, the prairie 
rattlesnake (Crotalus v. viridis) is designated as a species that "may be at 
risk" by Alberta Sustainable Development.  The Alberta Endangered 
Species Conservation Committee has legally designated this animal as 
"data deficient".  Adam Martinson will present the results of his 
research investigating their spatial behaviour and patterns of road 
mortality risk.  It is hoped that the results of his and others' research can 
be used to lessen the impacts roads are having on Southern Alberta 
snake species. 

Adam has recently studied at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas and 
the University of Calgary's Faculty of Environmental Design.  He 
currently works as an environmental consultant in Calgary. 

March 23: Pussy Willows and Flashes of Blue: Spring Has Arrived. 

Bluebird lovers who build and maintain nesting boxes are contributing 
enormously to the conservation of this beautiful bird species. Coupled 
with a very active program to band these birds, we are becoming 
increasingly informed about their nesting habits and distribution 
througout southern Alberta.  Marijke Jalink-Wijbrans and Don Stiles 
will team up to describe the joys, heartbreaks and science of bluebird 
conservation. 

Marijke Jalink-Wijbrans came to Canada from the Netherlands in 1965 
and, along with her husband, has monitored a bluebird trail since 
1988.  Don Stiles has been active with Nature Calgary since 1976, 
monitors his own trail and coordinates other bluebird trails in the 
Calgary area. 
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Star Watching 

On the 25th of this month, go out and look at the moon in the 
evening. Brilliantly red Mars will be situated very near this 
waxing moon. It will be a dazzling sight. 

Jupiter and Venus are in conjunction on February 17, but they 
are too close to the sun to be seen. At the end of the month, 
Venus emerges as evening star after sunset.   

Community Babysitter 

Qualified and Conscientious Babysitter available just around the 
corner! Max Fuller recently completed the Canadian Red Cross 
Babysitting course plus CPR training and is looking forward to 
meeting you and your children. Call Max or his mother at 403-
255-9620 for details.  

 

Chinook Optical 
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Owner/Licensed Optician 
 

Britannia Shopping Plaza 
813 - 49th Ave. S.W. 

T2S 1G8 
Telephone (403) 252 1961 

Fax (403) 253 1412 

Chinook Optical has moved from Chinook Centre to the 
Britannia Shopping Plaza. Drop in and see Biba Tharpe’s new 
location.  
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Chinook Centre Celebrates 50 
Years in 2010 

Chinook Centre has released a book for its 
50th Anniversary that tells the tale of both 
Chinook and the city of Calgary growing up 
together over the past half century. 

The dream started in a dusty field, about a 
half-mile south of town. Save for the 
chirping of a few crickets, the air was still.  
Headlights of vehicles cut through the dusk, 
as a small line of cars made its way from 
Calgary towards the field. 

Western Canada’s first drive-in theatre was 
about to open.  It was May 12, 1949, and it 
was opening night at the Chinook Drive-In 
Theatre.  This drive-in would change the 
face of entertainment in the area for years to 
come.  More importantly, however, it would 
lead to a dream – the dream of creating 
Chinook Centre, a development that has 
helped shape the city of Calgary for five 
decades and continues to do so today. 

The book, Chinook Centre: A City Within 
A City, provides a fun, entertaining, 
historical and educational read.  You’ll find 
memorable moments from well known 
Calgarians, historical facts about Calgary 
and Chinook Centre along with 50 years of 
fashion trends, technological leaps and 
much more. 

Proceeds from book sales go to Canwest 
Raise a Reader Program supporting literacy 
among children. 

The book is available at Chinook Centre 
Customer Service booth $24.95 (+GST), 
debit or credit. 
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Friends of Fish Creek Provincial Park Society 

Speaker’s Series 2010 

Each month from January to November, the Friends of Fish 
Creek host guest speakers on a variety of topics relevant to the 
Park and the Calgary community.  

Presentations will take place at the Fish Creek Environmental 
Learning Centre, 13931 Woodpath Rd. SW, Shannon Terrace 
Area, West end of Fish Creek Provincial Park. (Access via 37th 
St. SW at 130th Ave. SW)  

From 7:00 pm (sharp) to 8:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm, so please come early). These events are free for Friends’ members and 
$5.00 for non-members.  

Because of the interest in the Speaker's Series program, patrons are asked to register for each presentation by contacting the Friends 
at 403-238-3841 or info@friendsoffishcreek.org.  

Thursday, February 25 - From the Road to the River 

Roger Kelley, Conservation Education Director with Trout Unlimited Canada 

Trout Unlimited Canada manages the largest storm water pollution prevention and education programs in Canada. This presentation 
will focus on storm water pollution, which is the largest source of freshwater pollution in North America and the most difficult type 
of pollution to control.  This presentation will explain some of the sources of this type of pollution, possible solutions to help reduce 
it, and the great work done by Trout Unlimited Canada to restore and preserve freshwater habitat. Fish Creek Provincial Park 
contains two waterways, the Creek itself, which is important for fish, invertebrate life, and all of the Park’s wildlife community; and 
the Bow River, a critical waterway for wildlife species and residents of communities in Southern Alberta. 

Thursday, March 25 - Amphibian Ecology and Diseases in the North West Territories 

Danna Schock, PhD Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Calgary 

Amphibians are integral components of food chains, linking aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems. They are also important indicators of 
ecological health and change since they require healthy ecosystems that include breeding areas (often ponds), foraging areas, and 
places for over-wintering.  

Unfortunately, amphibian populations are experiencing catastrophic declines as a result of habitat loss/degradation, commercial 
overharvest, and infectious diseases. Two pathogens implicated in 
amphibian declines – ranaviruses and chytrid fungus – are being 
studied in the Northwest Territories.  

The Canadian North is not necessarily the first place people think 
of when it comes to studying amphibians. However, the rapid rates 
of climate change and industrial development in the North create 
opportunities to use northern amphibian populations as a model to 
better understand disease dynamics. 

This presentation will introduce you to the ecology of these 
remarkable creatures, draw attention to the causes and 
consequences of global amphibian declines, and highlight recent 
findings from the ongoing research in the North. 
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Wildlife 101: Coyotes 

Since it’s inception in 1993 the Calgary Wildlife Rehabilitation Society has received thousands of calls relating to coyote and human 
interactions. The coyote is considered the most persecuted animal in North America an unwarranted designation. The coyote is a 
very intelligent and adaptable animal, as most pest species are, because they have learned to adapt around us and do not flee in the 
face of increasing human encroachment on natural habitats. 

The majority of calls we received were from residents of new communities that used to be grassland or farmland; on the perimeters 
of the city; close to farmland or those that back onto ravine or natural areas. These areas are natural wildlife corridors where coyotes, 
deer and small mammals frequent in search of food. 

The coyote lives in mixed grassland area and their diet consists mainly of rodents (mice voles, pocket gophers, Richardson ground 
squirrels etc.), hares and rabbits.  

Coyotes living near urban areas have been known to hunt cats or small dogs on occasion, but are most active at night and rarely stray 
away from their natural food source. 

Coyotes breed during the months of February and March. During this time many people will hear an increase in their barking and 
howling. Their young are born in late April or May. 

Many of the calls we received from residents were concerned with the safety of their children due to coyotes in the field close to 
their homes. Conflicts or attacks on people are rare and are usually the result of people coming too close to a mother trying to protect 
her den site. Education is the key to ensuring safety, respect and harmony with all wildlife species. 

We take great pride in looking out our windows to view the mountains and foothills we are lucky to live by and enjoy the 
accessibility of those natural amenities. But with that beautiful landscape also resides a variety of wildlife that call it home. It is 
important to understand that as a community we bare a large responsibility to understand the wildlife around us. 

Quick tips to reduce your interactions with coyotes: 

1. Good housekeeping: 
Maintain a clean yard free of debris; remove old wood piles or garbage as they can house mice. 
Have secure covered garbage containers and try not to place your garbage out until your garbage collection day. 
Note: For food waste such as meat or fish, etc. add a small amount of household ammonia to the garbage bag before 
disposing. Ammonia is a common animal deterrent. 

2. Maintain the area around any birdfeeders by cleaning regularly. Loose feed attracts mice. 
3. Be a responsible pet owner: 
You can minimize coyote and other wildlife interactions by keeping your pets in at night. 
DO NOT allow your pets to roam free or unsupervised for long periods of time. 
DO NOT place food outside for any domestic pets. This will only encourage wildlife to frequent the area. 
Note: The City of Calgary does have Bylaws to promote responsible pet ownership. Please refer to the city of Calgary’s website for 
more information. (www.calgary.ca) 

Take time to educate yourself about the wildlife in your community and make it a positive experience. For more information on 
wildlife and our society visit our website: www.calgarywildlife.org 
Nicola Murphy, RAHT 
Site & Wildlife Manager 
Calgary Wildlife Rehabilitation Society 

 

Coyotes in Meadowlark Park 

You may not realize it, but there are coyotes in 
Meadowlark Park. Although they generally 
only cruise through the neighbourhood in the 
wee hours of the morning, they do frequent our 
neighbourhood due to our close proximity to 
the Elbow River. The following is a helpful 
article from the Calgary Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Society on coyote dos and don’ts.  

The picture on the left is coyote. The picture on 
the right is our dog. Do not confuse the two. 
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Disclaimer The opinions expressed within any published article, report or submission are those of the author and should not be 
considered to be those of the community association. Additionally, the information contained in this newsletter is believed to be 
accurate, but is not warranted to be so. 

The community association gratefully acknowledges the support of the vendors and businesses who have advertised in this 
newsletter. While we cannot specifically endorse the vendors or their products, please be sure to give these valued organizations due 
consideration the next time you have need of goods or services.  

A Message from Brian Pincott - Alderman 

This is my first column of the New Year, so a belated Happy New Year to all. 

It will be an interesting and challenging year ahead for the City, compounded in no small part by the fact 
that it is an election year.  

I have been warned many times that Common Wisdom suggests that typically election years are slow 
years for decision making. Call me “newbie”, but as far as I am concerned, there is a lot of work to be 
done and we cannot take a “year off”. So, I will take this opportunity to lay out a few things that we are 
focusing on in Ward 11 for 2010. 

Transportation is at the top of the list. On the ground and most visibly, we are going to see the 
construction of the 37th and Glenmore Interchange start in the spring. The design is proceeding and the 
team working on it will be consulting adjacent communities this winter in preparation for spring 
construction. I have seen some of the preliminary work, and to date the impact upon the surrounding 

communities should be minimal. If anything, as the current plan is to drop Glenmore Trail and have it pass under 37 St, some of the 
current noise levels experienced by Lakeview and Lincoln Park should decrease. As I receive updates on this project as it proceeds, 
my office will post them at www.ward11calgary.ca.  

The Ring Road has garnered much of our attention over the last six months. Given the decision by the Tsuu T’ina Nation, the City 
has decided to move forward to address transportation challenges in the SW quadrant of the City. A part of this solution has long 
piggy-backed on the Province’s intended project to connect highways in the Calgary area via the Ring Road project. The new 
interchange at 37th and Glenmore is a first step to addressing our commuting transportation concerns in Ward 11. 

As I have previously written about, I have been working on and promoting a SW Transportation Strategy to give residents another 
viable alternative for getting around the City and ease congestion in Ward 11. I anticipate a feasibility study for a Southwest Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) route to be completed in 2010. It is too soon to layout details, but this effective and cost efficient alternative 
transportation choice will benefit everyone. 

This is the larger picture of connecting communities; I am also a huge fan of connecting people within communities. We have been 
successful throughout Ward 11 with Paint the Pavement projects and are providing a model for the rest of the city to follow. What’s 
more, community gardens have been sprouting up throughout the ward, with more on the way.  

If you have an idea for a community project, no matter how unconventional, don’t hesitate to get in touch with either your 
community association or my office. Let’s see what we can do in Ward 11 to make our communities more connected and vibrant!  

For more information on these or other topics that interest you please contact my office or check out the Ward 11 website at 
www.ward11calgary.ca 

Sincerely, 
Brian Pincott 
Councillor, Ward 11 
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